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Pioneers of Sudanese Nubia 

Even before Egyptology was born 
it was indebted to a few pioneers who, 
following the Nile to south Egypt, dis¬ 
covered most of the major antiquities 
sites of Nubia and North Sudan. Moti¬ 
vated by greed and fame to be the first 
Europeans to describe the unknown 
land of Kush and write its history 
from original sources, they opened the 
doors to a new world that remains to¬ 
day one of the most fascinating places 
on earth to do archaeology. 

Toward the end of the seven¬ 
teenth century, the first travellers 
already reached Ethiopia by land 
passing through the deserts of Su¬ 
dan, but not until 1813 was the first 


account of Soleb and its region given 
by the young Johann Ludwig Burck- 
hardt, a Swiss explorer converted 
to Islam and also known as Sheikh 
Ibrahim. However, this famous dis¬ 
coverer of Petra, soon to be the first 
European to enter Mecca, travelled 
on the East bank but never found a 
boat to cross the Nile to visit Soleb. 
His description is therefore limited, 
though the temple is clearly identi¬ 
fied as Egyptian. 

Beginning in 1820, the military ex¬ 
pedition to Sudan led by Ismail Pasha 
created an opportunity to safely in¬ 
vestigate the Nubian territory. Among 
the first foreigners to make a stop in 
Soleb was an American officer named 


George Bethune English who made a 
description of the ruins, its architec¬ 
ture and hieroglyphic inscriptions. 
But his story was almost immediately 
forgotten, overshadowed by the major 
publication in 1826 of Frederic Cail- 
liauds travel to Sudan, which is now 
often seen as the “first” archaeological 
description of the site. As indicated 
by a graffito left by Pierre Constant 
Letorzec, he and Cailliaud arrived in 
Soleb in January, 1821. Spending three 
days working on the site, measuring 
the temple, copying inscriptions and 
reliefs, Cailliaud also delivered an epic 
story of their camp including being 
threatened at night by hippos and en¬ 
during the howl of hyenas. 



jx-JLj ^Jl ijj.jx.ll jLjXI fq.lx oLuLlj J_>j .5 

.j.jx.x ^Jl ^jJLx. j.jiJI n 

j^Lj ^i i^jVl jil5.il i^lxl 
^.i jx.iu.JI .jb3._ujL.ll JL^j._»jj3 4.J3.1JI 

J9.XJX.J J9I j! (J.I.C. 0j.4uL.JI 

j-o j.x (04.jLjL1.SLj <^3.4^1 oUj 

(oJLx lj^jI ^^.li u.i I4..SLX9 .ij.ljxXI jjLduu.il 

idujjLu. j.i.S’XI j-Sl-oXI 4*^ ^ 9 -^JI j.uiJLj J.JA.J- 
.jLj'XI ^i-aJ ^JLjlJI 

i. uIij.jJ -1 jUj ^Jl j.jj.iL_uiil J9I J.JX9 ^9 

jIj3._uiJLj jj.j.iJI f lj ^ tl j.x j.j.JI j-j-x. 

j. j.->. J9I J.JX99 <j-uL.x jjLuuJI jj~iJI i-^j ^i 
1813 ^Lx ^i a.Ju.jL_>uj L_09 1_j.J3.jx5 ji3-o j.x 

jLj2>3.j luLuLlJI l ^j_uij3.ujulJI UuIjJI JMu* j._0 

uij.i jiuJI (Burckhart) xjjL4.Sj.jLj ^xi-^J 

.^xUujjXf J.JU.JI XxLjjX ^.dL.xlj.j| JT.jl.uLlJ I (O-UJjLj 
l a Ut 1 -SLj5 4-jLj uij-X Jui (<3 .jl.xIj.jI J'LjluLlJI jl Lx-S 
tH^j^l Ljx.jI jL^9 .jojXI ^.i plj.Ju.uJI <Llj 4 .dO 

^Jl lj.iLuujj jlS Lj 3 UjLX 9 .i_oj—S_lI i.SLx 

LjjLi juUuj (xJ J-jujuU ^Jj-uLlJI j-j-JI J.J.X L_j.J3.jx 

jxj ju-JI _j.J3.jx ^3-0 j9>J9 J.41JI *■> >4j yr^-J 
ji3.j3.lJ 4 .iLjX 9 l j_Li 1IJ.LI9 .^jj-jLJI j-j-JI ^ix 
ijj.jx.il ^JLjUI ^3-jX 9 j.x fuij-JLj 0J9i..>«.x XljL^ 

.Jjj.JLj 3 . 1 J 

ij^-SLuuJLJI iUJ .1 jU.j2.1_>. Jdi 1820 fOLx ^ij 
4 .jXj.jlJI LuLLj J.jl.xLjj.ujjI ojLjji uU.i- jl^uuJI ^i 

J_i9 j. bl •*» 1 J jXj.JLj.JI J9J 4.J3.J.JI jUj iujjljJdJ 

jLl! 4 *I j^ldLj ^j3-_>- 4.j2_UJI ^^jjlxI iu.jLjX J.JX9 

^i L_ujLj>Vl J9I J.X 3.X9 l_lJ3.jx ^i (English) 
ijjLx-s-ll L4 ^.xUx9 jxLxjXI u_j.JX99 .ji3.ll 

4 -j.jX.i lU.jl.UJJl j Jji9 . 4 . _lj2. jtlx. 9 j.j.4 JI L4UL3.XJ9 

(Cailliaud) 3-j.jL^ iljjjjj^i j—uii Lxxix Lj.jj.xj 
^UIj 1826 ^Lx jb3.uuJI ^Jl 4 ._l 1 _>j J.X LjLjlj 

UJX99 .^i3.xU c5j-jl UX.JX9 «J 9 1 » Lj.JL_> j.j.1jlj 

^i 9 .j.jL^ 9 (Letorzec) ^Jjj3-LuJ jLiuuj3.^ j.jlj.j 

uijjvjJI j-4 j.fj Lx^ 1821 ^Lx j.jLjlj ^i _j.J3.jx 
|oLjI ijUj Lj.jx.j5f (<jj ,uJjj 3 ._Lj.J 4 .J.. 1 .S ^jjJI jL.jj.JlI 
jL_iu_uj.ii_uj.j9 •^■+■*■11 oLjljI Ijjj_><.j ji3.ll ^.i 
j* lt-® .jS» 9 - 2 _lJIs JjLj.- 1 * ^^J* 

Jjjlj.il 0 JJu 4 j JuJI fUJLjll j.X ijj3.iu._UjXI ijxxJI 
.jj.jx.JI PI3.X <1iu.jLus.j9 j-4-*-JI 
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Nineteenth century visitors 

On January 22, 1821, George Wad- 
dington and Barnard Hanbury, two 
Englishmen, inspired to go to Nubia 
after reading Burckhardts account, 
arrived in Soleb quite irritated to have 
been preceded by two weeks by the 
French Cailliaud and Letorzec. But 
because the report of their expedition 
was promptly published in 1822, while 
Cailliauds book was not out until 
1826, they were the first to offer to a 
general audience an extensive descrip¬ 
tion of the temple and the remains of 
Soleb. 

On his way back to Egypt after hav¬ 
ing failed to reach the oasis of Selima, 
Cailliaud made a second stop in So¬ 


leb where he met with Louis Maurice 
Adolphe Linant de Bellefonds. Despite 
the famous rivalry between the two 
Frenchmen in their quests to discover 
Meroe and other prestigious sites lost 
in Sudan, they had dinner together that 
night on the site. Cailliaud, who couldn't 
bear the fact that Linant de Bellefonds 
was working for the rich English gen¬ 
tleman-traveller William John Bankes, 
was at the same time eager to see the 
exceptional documentation gathered 
by Linant de Bellefonds and particular¬ 
ly his skilled drawings. Unfortunately, 
most of it was never published, either 
by Linant de Bellefonds or by Bankes 
who had to leave his collection behind 
in England and flee for exile in Venice. 




In 1826, a second trip to Nubia brought 
Linant de Bellefonds to Soleb where he 
completed some drawings and noted 
the quick degradation of the temple. 
Most dramatically a column had fallen 
down since his first visit. 

In 1829, Lord Prudhoe and Major 
Felix visited Soleb. They made thor¬ 
ough copies of some of the inscriptions, 
including the list of prisoners from the 
hypostyle hall. With gentle diplomacy, 
they sent a copy to J.-F. Champollion, 
who already knew from documents re¬ 
ceived from Cailliaud years before that 
the temple belonged to the Eighteenth 
Dynasty. Jean-Fran^ois Champollion 
could now ascertain it was built under 
the reign of Amenhotep III. 




3 . View of Soleb by de Bellefonds 

lIjlj xu.J9.443 j.la.dL.0 .3 


Oyill jljj 

jLjj. 4 i.ftfl Jf/f 1821 ^Lx j.jLLj 22 
jjLjJLx jjLJjLjs (Waddington) j9.ixfcij.9f9 
fj.i Lxxix jUj ^.Jl Lj.a1j jl (Hanbury) 

jl Lx.ix jLx- Lxt.xj.JLi .l-jL-I-S ^i L^ix 
jLSLJtl 11 ^ ^Jl Ijlj jbi 9.4JL.S' j 4 .jL_uj.jj. a Jl 

4 .ijtj.JI jx Lx^jLuX lj.JUJ.j JlJ^ . jLX^ 4 JUjLj Lx^Hi 

l_A IS jl j*_> 1822 ^Lx ^.i j9 .i.JI ^lx 4 -jj.jVl 

j9.ijjfcj.jjl9 jL^Li 1826 ^Lx tfl j._uu.ij ^.J 9 -lljL.^ 
Jlj.jlI J.^.jjj(9 JJUJ9I <-4.4x9 ^jlXj £j._ujf JJ9.J.JLA9 
.jJjLiJf 4 .XLjlJ JLiX j L 49 
4.XJj.1j 9.X9 4,-LjLj 6 jX L_4.J9.jX 9 -lljL^ Ijlj Jl ^9 

jJ lIlJLIjlJ LX.J9.jl jU.Jj9.j9 J99.J JLjLi l1lj._>. j.jX.X ^.Jl 

4.i_ujii ui.x (Linant de Bellefonds) juxj9.i.l*j 

Lj^JJJ (L-xIxJLJI X9LLJ9 4 .X.J. 1 -UJ 4 .X. 1 9 s _y. JI J9.jX9.JI u j 

Oj.jL^.ujjiJI JLujiiLiil j a f4.xj.JI ^ix L-4.J9.jx ^9 .a ^.i 

£J 3 $.A ^SLjjj .2 .Stf Lj9.^.j.X_uj l-lj-ujlJ j 4 j.Jua.jj.jiJ I jLJ 

9 -jljL^ jl^9 . jf^-ujJf ^.i iLi9.Xj.j9 jj.x>l jil9-X9 of9j.x 
JJj4.j9.ji.L4J j4.J j.j.x.ill jj.J9.iJI JlAL-uulj jl L-uu.x.->fcix 

JLxx«.ij ( 4 .J 9-jljL^ jl tf I .Oj.xLXI 4.jLx9-jjjj 4 .jxLj >>9 
^jiJI j.i L_uj.il £x jjj4.j9.xJ.jLj jj J.x.x 4 .xjlxx» LijL^j 
lx-ujVi 5 x 9 .(Bankes) ju.ijLj j 9 -x. ^Lj.!^ jj. 4 l.ftfl 

LuLXj.J 9 .iJI Jjj.-S.jlj Y 9 jJJXj^xldLJ Jjuuiij (Q.1 

jLjVl 9 fcXXfciJf xx^xxfcX uJj.j 4.i jx^LjLj jtf lj.la.j 
,4.j.ijLij.JI 4.1 jJlX ^.Jl J.xj 9 lj.ili-1 ^i 4.J 4 .jxLJJ.( 
^Lx ^i L-4.J9.jx ^.Jl 4.J.JLJ Oj.a jjjxj^xiuLj jj j.iL_uj 9 

j9.A4.iJI ia.x.^9 xLx9.jujj.JI jxjlj J-a-SI Cljla* 1826 

j A J9.XX J49.XJUJ uXJUUii^l Lx 4 .iX 4.J.A.X.1J JJj.JUD.JI 

. ji9-xiJ ^.^tfl 4 .Jj Lj j ijlj 
xjlj-JIg (Lord Prudhoe) 9J9j.j jj9.J j a ^LS Ijlj xig 
^.i L- 4 .J 9 .jx jlj.xx (Major Felix) jj..SLj.lj.i j 9 . 4 j.Lx 
xxiLi9 jjj9.xiJf ^L-uj.iijujf ^i 1x4^19 .1829 ^Lx 

4 . 4 k.jujJ M_ujjl 4 .i 9 . J.j.ijuj9-j.j.^.JI 9.^.j ^.i jj.j9.Xfc_uj.il 

jL^ jiJI (J.F. Champollion) j9.*J9.j.xL_uj ^.Jl 

kx jx 9 -ljL.S J.j.i jx L^.xiixul xi j.jjLxj jx ^ixj 
xixLiJI Sjjuj^l ^.Jl xxfcjjLj j^jlj xj.xil jLj jj^i-uj 
xj.xil <Lij ft xj| j9.j.J9.j.xL_uj LJ 1 4.^.A9 Oj.jjj.x 
XlJLIJI L-fcixfcixl x^.x <Lij| 
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Nineteenth century visitors 


jljj 



Earning a reputation in the erudite 
circles of Europe, Soleb became a must- 
see for every new traveller crossing the 
second cataract of the Nile and ventur¬ 
ing deep into Nubia. One in particular, 
John Gardner Wilkinson, visited the site 
several times, first meeting with Prud- 
hoe and Felix to copy some of their notes 
and sketches then completing the docu¬ 
mentation on the spot. He was the first 
scholar to enter the temple with a good 
knowledge of hieroglyphic epigraphy 
and, as such, the first able to “read” the 
site and point out many of its mysteries. 

After 1830, other travellers reached 
Soleb, among whom were the French 
Edmond de Cadalvene and Jules Xavier 
Saguez de Breuvery, the British George 
Alexander Hoskins and Arthur Todd 
Holroyd, the Swiss painter Charles-Ga- 
briel Gleyre, and the renowned prince 
Hermann Ludwig Heinrich von Piick- 
ler-Muskau. But the decisive moment 
remains the arrival of the Prussian ex¬ 


pedition lead by Karl Richard Lepsius in 
1844 on its way back to Egypt. In five 
days the team studied the architecture, 
the texts and the iconography of the 
temple and, with insatiable commit¬ 
ment to detail, provided us with the 
most comprehensive documentation on 
Soleb until excavations took place more 
than a century later. 


jL-S-<3._uj ^ix £.£gA Jg.M2.2- jl 

Ljj9 j.m 2 4 .j_,Ljj Xil-S.->- Lj^jI ^i jLjj.jj.lll jJIgjJI ^i 
,_yjLiJI J.j.j.JI J^L_uj ,_yJI 4 -j 4 -->- _j.iL_uu 3 J.l_uij Ui^ 
j.jjjLliljj j9->- fLig .jL-^lJI jUj (_yi_j.-0L.jLj9 

V3I ljI^-o 04-x. ji9.ll S;Lj>j (Wilkinson) 

olj .^111 jia. 4 Lj £ L_ui m j._ujX q 9J9J.J £.0 

jL-SLlI ^3 J-X^jJI I ^ m 2 LX-I xX.09.4jj_j.JI9 

J~0-->«.J ->--<.- 5.11 J.a-4 J9I j._uil.SLlj9 jL^9 . 4 .j|j 

.jLj-jj.Jl.lx,9_J.JL.£jf jjj9.ji.JLjl 4 ._Ujlj 4 .J jL-S—UJ^ Ht.3j.JLA 

(_y.jLjZ.ll hjj .3 £.iia.j._uiJ (_y-i >. nt J9I jL-£ 4-jli lILJ-LS^ 
.ojLi.il j.x. < a vvi-SJIg ji9.-0.lJ jL.iji.X -1 
,_yJI j9_j.a-i ;l9j _>.iL_uj j-i 1830 joLx, 4 - 4 lj 
j-iji.J|jL.£ 4X9-04! jLjt_uij_j-i.il ^^.1^59 ji9.ll 
j-jL^-L-uj _j.jLj.iL_ui.Si J9.X9 (de Cadalvene) 
Qg.2- jLj_j.-L.lX.XI9 (de Breuvery) jj.igj.j & 
j-j9_j.i9.jo j-j_j.jj?9 (Hoskins) (_jjjLj.Sl_uj9.j0_jj-jL_uiSLjL.il 
_j.jl.1->. J.j_j.j.^» (JjL_jjj c 5_j._!LiJLJ9._!LiJLil |0 Lujj_j.il 9 (Holroyd) 

^.jj.ijLjo £Lj-ij9.i jL-o^jljo j-jL^uLil _^jl-oV |9 (Gleyre) 
^i 9 .(von Piikler-Muskau) 9L.SL4JJ9..0 j.iSg.j jg .3 
ojLj-i Lj.i 4 .j._)-)J 9 _j.j.il iiJLj.il Lj.lj-29 j-i ii_jLi jLllX- 
1844 joLx, ,_yi (Lepsius) jjj9.jL._jjjLj.jLi 4_jL.S1.j_j J;LS^ 


<Ljjo9.-uo.j9 o-j.jl 1 I ojLjj-x. ^y-j-u9_j.j.il jj.j_j.jiil jjjjj joLjI 
Jjj.i .11 Lii _j.i9 J.3g .jLjlIx. H.a 9 xjj_j.ll 0Lj9.j2.jXI9 

(i: jl (_y.il <_j.i9.jj0 ££g.A j~c. X9.jj._u1 j.iS’XI 

.pLx. HlJIa j .a _j.iSI olJlj 4 .-Lx i_j.jL.jj.iiil 
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First photography of Soleb 


eJ jj ^\ Jj' 



In the second half of the nineteenth 
century, the dark chamber photo¬ 
graphic camera was, for the first time, 
introduced in Sudanese Nubia. Francis 
Frith, an English explorer who travelled 
in Egypt, Nubia and Palestine was, in 
1857, the first to take a picture of So¬ 
leb. But the new visitors who followed 
did not contribute to the understanding 
of the site, most of them repeating and 
proliferating mistakes incurred decades 
ago. Reported by Colonel William Fran¬ 
cis Butler in a book illustrated by his 
wife, the British Khartoum relief mili¬ 
tary expedition of 1884-1885 insisted 
on the near isolation of the site with no 
modern constructions permitted in the 
temple, contrary to common practice 
in Egypt. A camp was set up in Soleb, 
but, as if in a campaign, many soldiers 
left their names on the walls of the 
temple, among which Tap, Hill, Lloyd, 
lack, Bedson and Olsen are still visible 
on the pylon and some columns. 

arly in the twentieth century, Er¬ 
nest Alfred Thomson Wallis Budge 
published new photos from Soleb, tak¬ 
en by John Winter Crowfoot < 
inspection of Su- 


<Lj9.-L.ll jUj (_y ..9 jLj_j.j9.jJLj.JI jLJXI XjlI.S -4 
j_J.jj.Jl j-Q (_y.jLj.Jl L j -lJI (_yi bj.A (J9X 4-J.jlj9.JUJ.jl 

j.j_j9.jjaJtl J9I j\.S 1857 joLx, ^y. 3 g .J.- uiX. JujjLjJI 
Cj.jj .3 (_jjj.j._uij|_j.^ j_j-j.lX.XI < a ut ^ 1 -uiJLl 9 .^.j.J9.jj 2.J 
jLj9.j.Jl9 _j.jja.jj (_y_J| l_j.iL.uij) jLS ^Ul (Frith) 
jLJ9L^.j) (_y.i j4-J.l_jl9_j.JI (<j.jiL_uij (<3.J j.S.Jg. jj.Ja._xjj.li9 

^yiJI ^Lla-a-Vl jui.j jgjj.S.j \g.j\.£g J.J ji9.ll (O-^i 

( ftLj.J9 j-j.j2.jlJI j.S j j-i9 .jLj-jjaLx) p^x.! j .a xij..^.Xa 

<Lj.j)._uj_j (_^4-JI <ljLi^ ^_yi (Butler) _j.lj.j L ju.jL_uij|_j.i 

ia9.Ja_j.jJ.Lj jLjj.j- 14 -X I 4 . J _j.XL_uj. 4 L JI H^-jll jl 4 . 12 -gj 

^j-X-9 ji9.ll Jlj..s.j| (_ylx. Xj_j.jjal 1885—1884 (_y.j)Lx. 

xjL_ujjLj3.j3.lJ LiUa- 4 -j.jlII (_yi 4 -j.j 4 .X-l X)I_uijl 1 I pLij 
j_j.XL_uax p3.jL.4kj3 pL_uij| 49 ^i jLjLjL_uiJI 

_j.jj.a-9 >—-J 9.-144. j 


jb- 


- <++ 
r ix. p3-Jl>pLj3-i 


^Lu 


stJI 


j-a-9-j Jlj Lx> 9 .jLj_j.XL_uix. jLlj3-->- ^yi p).^.jL^ 4-1 -s.il 
.li-X) LX-09.J (_yJI O4-J3.X.XI9 Q.m 2.J\ (_ylx. pLj3-_UjXI J 43 .JLJ 
xJUj9 4-99.J9 J.JLJ&9 l_jLj :jLu.JLj.JI f. Lj3-_ujXI pa.^.j.x>9 

.j9._uiJ9l9 j9._uj4-jL.j9 

4-j_j.ji.JI Xi_uij_jl _j._uij (jj_j.4jj.4LJI jj._a.JI 4 .J 4 -J ^yi 9 
LjfcL-lJl 04 -j 4 -_>- \jg.M2 (Budge) ^jLj J11J-JI9 j9._uiJ39.j 
4 —uijk.j.i.j pLuLuf (Crowfoot) £ig 3 g]jS _j.j-j.j9 jg->- 
jL.iXa. 4 Lj.J I po. j.j (O.J (J.XLJ9 .jLjL.jl49.4jPi 
Jg.M2g 4 - 4 LJ XI J.j)LXJLj ^9.43.1 J 


danese antiqu: 
ties. But it was 

19Q7, when 

“•7. . 

American 

Henry 
reasted came 
to Soleb, that 
first real 
photographic 
coverage of the 
site was com¬ 
pleted with 


LjXI 


1* 


J.J | 


bjg.Mp QAj.JLjg j^907 i^Lx. l-jJ^jO .yJI 
. 9.x. LXLjl-uj.j jLj.i_j._uiJ I ujL_ujI_j4 -JI 

5. The first picture of Soleb taken 
by Francis Frith 


of the Orien¬ 
tal Institute of 
Chicago. 
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First archaeological mission 

During the first half of the twen¬ 
tieth century, Soleb remained one of 
the renowned temples of Nubia, but 
welcomed only rare visitors. As it be¬ 
came easier to travel in Egypt, costly 
and long-term expeditions to enter 
the Middle Nile valley were not often 
launched. Soleb, though appearing in a 
number of publications discussing the 
reign of Amenhotep III, or the question 
of the Heb-Sed festival, paradoxically 
became a forgotten gem of the Anglo- 
Egyptian Sudan. 

After independence, the first ar¬ 
chaeological mission to explore the 
region finally arrived, starting work 
on the temple on November 4, 1957. 
Led by Michela Schiff Giorgini, its first 
task was to disentangle the truth from 
all the sources gathered by travellers in 
order to build an accurate plan of the 
edifice. 

The first months in the field were also 
dedicated to logistics with the initia¬ 
tion of construction of a dig house with 
storage facilities and the protection of 
the site by relocating the road between 
the nearby villages that originally went 
through the site and the dromos. After 
a general cleaning of the temple and the 
exploration of the surrounding areas, 
the first season ended on February 2, 
1958, after the New Kingdom necropo¬ 
lis had been discovered. 



jL* j.J>jjj.JLJI j>4.1 J J9VI l 4 .juAlLJI 

4.J9.UI xjLjlJLI >.£jxf j .4 xxJL 4 

xLJj 9 Axix J1.il9.lj Lo IjjLJ jLS ajI I Jj j .4 

J.xiJI jjI 9 4-lj9.la.JI9 4.4.J..SLJU oLIjl^IJ |>Ixj 

>xX4 ^Jj >4._xxJI jL^ h U19VI 

xjJ ^l^.j (Q.J AjI l_4.jj.jlJI j.49. >4x4^9 J.^.jjjI 
lil^9.j.la.ll ^.i 4.JI £4 L-4.J9.jja £.39.4 OjLj>j 

IlJUJI l-lI-^IjsI X^.X j.X IfJ l^l .13 ^yl-JI 4.4.11 I 
. JlJUJ l_l4- XxX j.4,9 

Aj>jI 4-lJLj J9I 11 1^439 jtj9._xju.JI JM4.1 _xjjI JlJLj9 

(Giorgini) ^1 lIaJL j lu L^IjujIj 

J.4.JLJ a.Ijl.».JI ujjLjlLi .4.4.1a.Ill lajjjl^LIjjjlIJ 

l-SjlA jl^9 .1957 ,4 Lx ^.JLiJI j.j>_xx.j 4 ^9-j x-lJlILj 

j.4 AJL4.J&I jjLjja.ll UL4 .jl 4.4- jl UL.1 JL.lJI OXA 

Las.^19 Lla.la.as.4 (Q._xx>j ^iJ j4.4.jL_xx.JI j.jj.iL_xjj.ll 
,^.1 j.4.1J H4.I49 

I9.ii.xf xi ^JUjlII J.4.jlJI J9.4JJ J9I ^9 
jjLas.4 Lxh.jf 4.J9 j4.jj.JUJ LIjlj l99.jLu.jl9 jLJSLII OjIjLj 
E j9L.il Jj. 4.JI jij j.4 J-Jj.la.JI I9.I4.J fq.j jLjUJ 
^.^.1JI9 .j.xi.&xJf J.jj.la j.-c jL^ AjV ji9.4L.LJ AJL4.4. 
,4 Lx s4.jLjia.lj JlJLj 1957 JjL-l-xx 2 ^.i J9VI fQ._xju9.lf 

4.JL^.as siL-xlxl^^ 4.1a.u.as.4 siLauji^Lljuj^ Jlj.JL4.1J 
4 .1 jJlJ>I 4.J94.JI 


6. Michela Schiff Giorgini 
Mx-Slx* .6 


I9JLJ ULijX 4 ^yi ^lj^ 4 ^LLJ Ujl^Ljl 4 lL«JlJ9 

lxjVI l!ljjjjJ9 .1923 fLx. J 9 VI j.Jj.jiij 30 4-jkJLla.j^fl 
(JjjjJlj jl J.j.i Ej.^.j .11 L^jLjl^. ^i ^IjljUJ^ ^ JLj9.jlJI 

Jj .j ^ij.jua.4 j.4 L^jl^as JlJLj .^.4.0.4x9.119 j9.l4.Jf 
L_a.dL.5 L-XX ^Ljl.SLjl 4 ^.JJ L^.4.auul > jlJLJ 1946 |fiLx ^.i 
J.o.i jjuljjLxj ui.jLxL4.i4.1 aLo.a» l!ljuuLx 9 ^lxa>»j^a>» 
LiljLoxa.J>Lj Lik0.as.4l i4.o.a» fQ.JL jlJ I J9.4. La> 4 .jlx 
. 4.o.as.jjLlJI jil9.ll j.x ix.ljs.j9 4.4 -o.IjlJI 
jvu EjLq-x 4ooLas9 uLcjJjJI jino 104-0x1X9 
Lol sla i dill fQ-SL_> 4 Q ) l_£j ^yUl IIjjl^I 4J9JJI 
J 4 I0IJL4J9 J |40 ^yJI lxIj-0 OJlX kill 1 *) .kihJLoJI 

. jJ|j4L4 J-Q-S-f 4 -S^jLjxJILj Lls4-La»9 jnLLasLJI 
4.JL4..XXJ.JI L^,liU.JLJ9 L^.as9j j.4 jaLlf (Q.X,JlJLj 9 
klkJUjfj9 klk4.1a.j jbi 4-o.JLla.j^f I^jlj 4.JL4Las.j loasLall 
4.1.XX ^,1> klkolai lIlo.^- L-4.J9.oua Jl 4-Jj.j^l llJLxJI 
1 jxIjJlJ L^.liLla9 L^li9 jxj.ij 4.1-xxiJI ^i j.^._xxl 
o<L 1 j EjLx.19 4.J9.IJLJ Ajj.oaa.ll JljLjlII jx^-I 
lx^Lx .4 ^.i Ijlj.ij9 ljlj.4 L^JLxsji ^.jLlj klk4xi9 
4.iLoaa^Lj 4-0.JLla.jXI9 Ao.-xxxjj.4 .JI ^.IjlULj L^.1o.1JST 

jiJI J 9 VI xl^l 1963 |jLX ^yi klfjXoUal L^.jf ^yJI 

L_4.J9.oua jl^lx L— kjfc X0.JL4.U jl 9 j.il J.II 9 I j.X kXX^slj 

klki 9 .j L^.llLJ 9 .^yjLlJI xla^l jxoua 1971 ^Lx ^3$ .1 

j44» LjLjs.-xx.JI lxL^UI JU3J.4 L 0 .jL 0 ._xxI ^i lj.^. 0.4 
Xo.jl 1I 4 ._xxIjxJ ^y-xxL-xxXl (j.as.iJ j.oia.i> klkJL^ 

kikJLiJI xl^l (Beaux) 9 .J ^.JLjLJ LXjj.as HJXJ 9 
2003 9 2002 9 1998 jal 9 »£f ^i i^xk-dLal^ jj|j.Jl 9 
jj.as xi 2013 ^Lx ^.i 9 , 0 j.^a kx.jkjj.j l_ 4 .jlx. 4 l ^yix 
xixs 4 > 4.1 9 .J C yJLjLj 9 (Grimal) JL-c>js ^ 9 . 1 . 4 j 
.(1 l_xJ 9 .o^) 4-xJLla.j^l xl 4 .Lo.JI j>^U ^Uasl 

jxLjLi jnLJ>jUJ Las j 9.4 J. 4 .JlJLj L^.4lj.lJI >o.lJLJ 9 
(^.Ul C yijk 4 .j 9 . 4 . AJLXULX 9.4 ^i L_ 4 .J 9 .oaij L^.i 4 X ^ 9 j 
fQ.JL jlJI ^yi Aj>oua.ll jLjVI $L 4 . 1 x fQ.xxlJ lIljlxlxxLj 
> jjj.iJl9 i 4 .as. 0 jl J.I 4 (Q.^.JLjjLjJkX4 ^yi 


Michela Schiff Giorgini 

Michela Beomonte, an Italian born 
in Padua on October 30,1923, did clas¬ 
sical studies in her early life before 
turning to arts and music. Becoming 
Michela Schiff Giorgini after marrying 
a rich banker in 1946, she first enjoyed 
worldly life in Paris before traveling 
around the world, admiring ancient 
cultures and seeking historical sites. 

Falling in love with Ancient Egypt 
and particularly the architecture of the 
New Kingdom period marked by the 
remarkable reign of Amenhotep III, 
she went there several times, meeting 
with scientists and dreaming of being 
involved in some fieldwork. 

With the financial support of her 
husband and the institutional recogni¬ 
tion of Pisa University, she organized 
and led the archaeological mission to 
Soleb where, from 1957 to 1977, she 
spent up to six months per year dedi¬ 
cating her time and energy to the re¬ 
construction and the study of one of 
the most beautiful Egyptian temples of 
Nubia. 

Frequently presenting the results of 
her researches through articles written 
both in French and Italian, a first vol¬ 
ume dedicated to the temple s earliest 
visitors (Soleb I) was published in 1963. 
In 1971, a second volume came out, but 
in 1978, while preparing the core part 
of the temple study, she suddenly died 
in Spain from meningitis and volumes 
III, IV and V, edited by Nathalie Beaux, 
would not be published until 1998, 
2002 and 2003. In 2013, a final volume 
of homage (Soleb VI) was edited by Na¬ 
thalie Beaux and Nicolas Grimal, clos¬ 
ing the series. Seen as a model of com¬ 
mitment, the spirit of her work at Soleb 
was carried on by the Giorgini Founda¬ 
tion, established to support Egyptolo¬ 
gists around the world in their research 
and publication projects. 
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Lu^Ul^L jj.jj.-i.JI (Girardin) 

(C-4^^9 JI93.JI9 sU.oj.JI l^L-xL 

' ■ " '■ ■ 

| Ver ‘ ) &*** i< ^ i ' jLiV ' ^ <***“ 
| (Vantini) jjXiJfcS *j*j,LlM 9 (coutter 


iSj K . I' 

J-<j—s-JI 53 .-i.Xi c^jL^ 

oj.j.J-1 4 .jjJ J-xxx. Xj,1.£LjJj..s ^jljbJL.i.1 

j.^j.dub j -09 .ojjyjLi^j ^.i <fl.j9.xJI j^JI L^.^.ilj.j 

(Robichon) jL^l^ -ii* j*x->LjJI 

j.j.X .49 4.J j. iVI a.JjL^}.JLJLt 4—jjj (^JLx, 9-^9 

.i^ljtJI X^XS-J-U ^y.j.ia^.jl ,_y.S 0 §.J»<.J.J| 

f^-cVl jJs.jlj J.^.x. jbJ 4.i_L.s dJi ^Jl iLiLdubl^ 

£.4 Xj|j.X_)ij^Lj j.j42_C X-kJLXjf J_I.X.>I.X.4 I J r ^yiLj-jS 

xUI-S^ .4 LjlJj._ujlJI jLjSLJ tr _)jjLjj.x.JI ^jx-L-xJI 4=^= je.il 
j._>jjLiLj > i v^tg-j lLlx»-Lj.JI (j.^j.IjlJI L^.Jijj ..9 ^Jl (<x-X3.il 

^JLx.9 4L.JL.4L.>. jLi-uj] (Janssen) 

jU-SLjJ (jL^- i.xsl 1960 ^Lx. ^.j .ji^jixJI 
,< 3 .ix. jLi_ujl jL^ , 5 . 1.119 jj.jj..i.J I <iiL.SL .4 (Leclant) 

jU-SLuJ 4 LJL. 4 L.*..} <ijj.di43.il jLiVl 

XjLxjjfj U.J Lj LXjlJo jj.jj.j2.JJ 4.^J.^.X) 4.-4 Ux. 

J.JXX. ^-1^9 43.J3.X. Xj^Xjjj OJdl Lj 3 j I <tj.j 9 .dLJI 

jLjXI (<j.1x. <tdLJ2.j42.Xj ^jjjI^ jjLia.XJ 4 Lj.j 3 .lje.JI <tj.JLj.JI 

.<tj.jjj9.^LJI 


The archaeological team 

With little experience in archaeo¬ 
logical fieldwork, Giorgini built a team of 
skilled scientists ready to accompany her 
for many seasons in Nubia. First in line 
was Clement Robichon, Architect-Ar¬ 
chaeologist and Director of Research at 
the CNRS, who spent several years work¬ 
ing on Amenhotep III edifices in Egypt 
with the IFAO. Second was Jozef Jans¬ 
sen, professor at Amsterdam University 
and epigraphist. In 1960, his work was 
taken over by Jean Leclant, professor of 
Egyptology at the Sorbonne University. 
The latter became an important asset for 
the team as, for decades, he led the rise 
of Nubian Studies in Europe and opened 
the work of the mission to a broader 
scale, including Kushite archaeology. 

In 1964, the mission was reinforced 
by the arrival of Denise Girardin as 
a secretary. During the twenty years 
of fieldwork at Soleb, many colleagues 
and visitors brought their support and 
expertise to the team, such as the Egyp¬ 
tologist Jean Vercoutter, the historian 
Giovanni Vantini and the photographer 
Ugo Reitano. 


From Soleb... 

From the beginning, the work at So¬ 
leb was divided between study, restora¬ 
tion and survey. While the first pylon of 
the temple was being consolidated, the 
team installed a lifting system allowing 
a closer look at the texts and decora¬ 
tion of the walls. Loose architectural 
blocks were removed from the temple, 
described and organized on the floor to 
facilitate a possible reconstruction. To 
find the original location of hundreds 
of these decorated fragments, the team 
needed to understand all the different 
construction phases of the building, 
and continued with a number of test ex¬ 
cavations inside and outside the temple. 
Extending the plan of the site, they also 
explored the relation between the main 
construction and its immediate envi¬ 
ronment including a system of docks, 
basins, alleys and fortifications. 

While foundations were carefully 
studied, previous occupations of the 
site were also documented through 
burial grounds with 
the excavation of a 
few graves from the 
Bronze Age. Later 
phases are recorded 
too, in particular, re¬ 
mains of the Meroitic 
period. Surveys in 
the nearby desert led 
to other discoveries, 
among which were a 
royal game reserve, 
an antique track be¬ 
tween Soleb and the 
temple of Sessebi, a 
petrified wood for¬ 
est and some rock art 
in the vicinity of the 
Gorgod mountains. 


j-LJ Lj3.JJJlX.Xj 3 Lj.J 9 .j 4 XJ J.J 3 .J 2 .JI jL-£ JLjIjljJI J-j3 
4 .J 9 .X.J fC Lj3JlXX.9 .£. 39.11 ^.Jl)Jl 4>9 (<Xj.j 3 j.XJI 9 LLjjjIjJlJI 
(<x^.x^Lx IjlJLj4xj 3 jj.jj.jiJI LjJjJI JlJ jlj.jlJ.Lj ^.jx J9I 

. L^Xjlj j.i9 jtj J..J-I jx>9.j^.i ^.ix. JLJljlJsj Dj.Jixi pLjiJI 5.4 

Xj.j2.j42 9 (Q.i JlllJlJI 5 X 4.-S--S-J2.U jLxs.X>-XI ^lj.XS.X_)Jj| ^9 

.JLIjxX^I pLXj.JI ojLx.1 J.j.^.jjjlxJ j43j^I ^Ix. xj.jxJj.i 9 
4.x.lxiil Jj*-lj.JLl 4.-9 L.S xJjXj ^jl jj.jj.jiJ I ^.ix. jL^9 
5 -Ij.x.JI x»LiI ^Ijx&I jLSLII jjl^j ^.SLJ Jlj.jlII pLXj 

5jL j.X j.^1 <_lj.x.j.xJLj ^ 9 -x.j jL^ XJ.JIJ 9 4 LXjj.II 
5 -jj.x.JI Jlj39 .Jlj.jlJ. 1 ^jLji .9 J.j>>Ij ojljjlX, ^.^LjsI 
XjLjjjlXJ. 1 j-tj JLiUjLJI <_j._uj.XjLj ^Xx*- £^9-11 4LJa.jj.j>. 
j43l9.x>-l9 Lij.43 5-0 L^.j.i Ljt L^.Jx.j.j»lj Lj 39 4.j.jjxj.jj.JI 
. <_) Lj3 L^—>lX-uj 1 9 <xij I 9 

Xj.Ixs.jjj (<xi 4 L^JlJ (_y.iLj.II XjLjjjLjjjI j 4 XXS.^ fC Jl ^9 
j.iljLll j43.jlj JUj- j.x J-S 9 -J.I 4.x.jLjjjlJI j-^L-uiIl 

. 5 j.i 9 j-j.JI jjjX.-X.JI j.J j.jLx.j3 O J-X. j.X l_xjlX.XXJI 9 

(_y-X.j.J Lj3 4.j4jLx>*9 4-j.JLXXJ.I iLX-Oj^l Xj-Ixs_JJ Ljx-S - 

plj.^«.j4i.JI ^y.i ^.jjjjVl ^.JJJlII 5 JI 9 -59j.il j.j4XJLj| 5J3 
Ij.^L1j3 4-jl.XXXs.j3 JXX3 5 j—-*■! u j Lj L jjjlX^ I (_y Jl jj 9 L_A I 
4.jLx. 9 (_yj. 3 JJJLj.JJj 9 l_jlJ9.j<3 5-Xj.-X.j 3 j^J <-JjJ9 

L- 3 j.-fl.jLj j 9 - ~S \S\ Jl (_ylx. XjLj 39 .JJJj.Jl 5^ ^ 49 Oj.^bXS.Xj 3 
.J 9 .ij.i JLuj^ J .-0 


8. Workers at the Soleb Temple 
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♦..to Sedeinga 

Exploring the region of Soleb since 
1957, the team visited Sedeinga where 
another New Kingdom temple from 
Amenhotep III was built, dedicated this 
time to his wife, the great queen Tiyi. 
In 1963, a first survey on the site took 
place with the team traveling daily the 
15 km back and forth to the base camp 
at Soleb. The objective was to clarify the 
extensions of the archaeological area, 
and have a first overview of the differ¬ 
ent chronological periods represented. 

As was already the case at Soleb, 
Sedeinga appeared from the beginning 
very promising for future excavations 
as modern villages were far from the 
ancient remains. The destruction of the 
temple during what seems to have been 
a massive flood was another aspect that 
linked the history of both sites. Seen as 
complementary to the history of Soleb, 
the Sedeinga project was enthusiasti¬ 
cally launched in early 1964, with the 
opening of excavations and the con¬ 
struction of a small dig house on the 
site. 

Beyond the excitement of exploring 
another major site of Middle Nubia, the 
team expected to rapidly find the New 
Kingdom necropolis connected to the 
Tiyi temple, and explain the foundation 
of a second sanctuary in the region. No 
one could imagine at that time that half 
a century later, the location of these 
graves is still to be found... 


U&L,? ^11 ... 

X-L-rf i _ bJ 9—1^3 rf /\ i i ui ^ jL-Uiij J_ a.JI jL-£ 

x.>9 LxjjLjx pLJ xj.-L.S9 1957 

JU-> opLwuljI rf.j.jx.J-1 4J9jb.ll j.jbxx j.x Jbj.j lx 

rf.-SJ.Jtl xx jxJI bLbJLj.it ■ ■" 

J9I ft 1963 ^Lx ^.i .^Jbj rf.xxJa-s 2 l 
|X-£ 15 Lj ^9.-1 j.iL_)biJLJ j\.S jxJI j.jj.xJt bJlj—ujt CbbJ. 
.LxjjLjx ^Jl b_j.J9.jibj ^.Jbi^l j.x LjL_> 1 9 LjLxj 

A a t-s t I jlxjLjQl ^Lj-jX^J 9.x JbXX .3 b_SJb^.J! !jJULjbJ9 

j 9 .jkJ.JlU JLxLx LjuJ.jI 9 J.J 4 -Jj.j^l 

.x. .29. Jit ^..2 0j9.jb-9.it rf.xij.ih JLjbJLilit 
ji9.it j Lj I xi LxjjLjibO bi Ljjjl^L 1 jjj t 4.jl jtj ^9 
b_b.J9.jibO ^i LJJbJ- Lj3.ij.j3 ^ij-J-j._jj.it b_jbjbJ.j.j.iJ Jo.it 

rf.xlxj.X j.X OObjbJLj £X,j iijObil j j.xJI jV tjtJxj 

b_jbJ9.jbO ^.jjLj.j LxjjLobO ^tjjLj Jo.o.jjt 0.X.J9 .JUJatfl 

.^Jbj X-bJLj3 , >• J.O>.LjjJ jLjiXjbi 9.X9 j-->-l b-b-bXLLJ 

J.iio.jl blLJojJ .b-j.J9.jxi ^LjjLj.J JLlx-SJ 0jL.bj.xLj 9 
L-oxj-x 1964 ^Lx 4-jljbj ^i Ob j Obi I LxjoLjbO ^9j.ojju3 

.jJ^JLLj j 4 .jj.oUJ ^.jbOLjbO bLbJbj pLlo ^9 b-jbJbXjLlJI tobj 

biLjjjL^Lijjjl j.x J.jj.jlJI jjjLx-> j.x j-io-iJI jx.-s.j9 
J. wo j jl ^9-j ObX.i (_7.Ja._ijj9.JI d.J4.JbJI ^i J.M ^i$-o 
Ob-b-S-jT j.ijLjJ ^jJI iijObit rf.J90.JI rf.jLj.->- ^ix 

.rf.xJa.j.il j.J .1 Ojj.-S.j3 09.^9 £.-*09.-1 ^.S .J ^jbj 

LjsLx j 4 ._UJLX- 0 * J$J-4 ObOLJ rf-JI Ob a -1 J.j.okj.J 1^9 

rf^xJI Ob^.X j.,0 jjLxJJ OXX jL.SL.0 lXjjjlI^Lj fjJ 

.JLijObit 

A** 

oLj.j.jXI LxjjL.x3.J ^Jbj X-SLUt Obj.OLj3 b_lXrfS.J fO-J 

. j.jj.OLJI b_j.J9.jbO O.J.OLJ 3 j.J3 rf.Jj.-2 b_j.j.JJJLJ ijtOb^Jt ^yi 
^Jbj jj.s .1 Jxix->bJ3 bitxa-l jjj9.jk.JbiJL0.jbJ j<3—ibiJj Obi 9 

XI Lxil9 jijj (<j.J9 .j._)oix jObuLjJI jj-iJt bijrfj ^i 

jL^.->XI j-b j j.jj._ojlxJI jj.xJt ^i Jxxi I 0.0*19 to$-<3-x 
JJ 0 J.J 3 J.O.X 9-Sb.j (^ix J9.j3.-S.JI J-X-iOl xi9 .Oj.oJLj.it 

rf.j9.xij 1963 I9.J rf.J9.jb09 xlj j.jj.xJt oLxi 

^3-oXO.J (<3.j.i blLJo ^Jt rf-iLobXLj ,j9-->bl-> J9.03.x jJjLojjI 
^Jt J.0OOOJ 1 0.^9 09.X-S.Jt J.J 3 b_jbJj.i io-jLi ^ojixi pj—>- 
Jo.oOLt.j 3 jl ^ix Jo-J Lxi rf-ojbbjUJ ^ijboXI j9.j-0JJ.il 
|XooXoJI JUoL J.J 39 .^ooi Oj9.jbO.J JoioX xi Xoxil 

Sj.x.0- 233 jiObj jl j.jj.xJI ^.LJxllojjI ji9-xiJ J^^t 

rf.x.SLoujX rf.jjL^’o.j rf.xio.i L^.oj.j j.j 3 JUIoXt ^i 
JJUL^I ooXOJjXI Ji-ojj ^.i ^oj iiiit L^-Jbix |XOJJj.j 
^ 3 -io.XX j.^.Jo.J9 . rf.OLb.Ja.ObU. j 3 rfJLoi rf.jxjj.j 3 ^^9 

j-oVt bioJLiJI bobio^ixl blLiil rf.ojoxo>b.oij jjLoJI j 4 .j>iJI 

.b_jbJ9.jbO.J ^OJJLoJjJI XoXiLj ^oj 1 X 0 io-Jj-J jObJt 



The Tiyi temple at Sedeinga 

Because of its proximity to the ma¬ 
jestic temple of Soleb, little attention 
has been paid over time to the sanctu¬ 
ary of Tiyi at Sedeinga, the most recent 
plan available dating back to Lepsius in 
the mid-nineteenth century From what 
appeared to be a mountain of scattered 
blocks mostly upside down, only one 
column still stood in the twentieth 
century. Crowned with a typical Ha- 
thoric capital, the column was poorly 
preserved and the first task of the team 
that arrived in 1963 was to consolidate 
its base. A short section of a wall near 
the column was also reinforced, mark¬ 
ing the original level of the floor 
and pointing at the huge de¬ 
flation of the surrounding 
site. During this first as¬ 
sessment, two hundred 
thirty-three blocks were 
identified in the ruins, 
which included a monu¬ 
mental fragment of a 
lintel depicting Tiyi as 
a sphinx wearing a flat- 
topped headdress. Most 
of the relief decoration 
is related to the figure of 
Amenhotep III, clearly 
establishing a link with 
the main temple at 
Soleb. 
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10. Workers in the Sedeinga West Cemetery 
1 a j, ^ .10 



The West Cemetery at 
Sedeinga 

During the first archaeological sur¬ 
vey carried out in 1963, several burial 
areas were located at Sedeinga. One of 
them, lying about five hundred meters 
to the west of the temple, was the first 
to be investigated. Beyond what was a 
vast Napatan and Meroitic necropolis, 
this small group of only nine graves 
was undoubtedly reserved for the local 
elite. The discovery of pyramidal fu¬ 
nerary monuments led the team to be 
convinced that the small hillock would 
contain the remains of the Egyptians 
priests’ graves. But surface findings 
were soon to prove them wrong, as they 
turned out to be mostly from the Kush- 
ite period. 

The quality of the material recovered, 
particularly some beautifully carved 
Meroitic inscriptions and well-deco- 
rated blocks from chapels, encouraged 
the team to continue the dig. Though in 
their reports it is apparent they didn’t 
properly understand the chronological 
sequence of the site, the discovery of 
remarkable grave deposits in the cham¬ 


bers shed light on the extraordinary po¬ 
tential for funerary studies at Sedeinga 
to the point that the work on the Egyp¬ 
tian temple became secondary. 

4dlyi)l 

J9I flij) LJi.j.)Lua.j jL-SL.0 jb^-9 

^$1 J.jj..a.JI fLij .1963 ^Lx £l_ujl-o 

I j-ijdJI JJaLi-o ^->1 

oj.<L jL f 500 ^Ix j.j.jz.11 

A h ill OJ.j 2> j9.-SL.ij9 . 4.J.J.J9 0I9J—O 4 —Sllx j..O 

fl-dddlJ LjlddddXji. LJ4.dk.4jj j.jLj 2 .j 3 £ 4 JUl 3 j -0 
4 .i jij J 1 j.jLj 2 .j 3 LjUj jl J.JJ.X.JI A.X.iX .19 

pg.^.^L_UJLi^l 4 -j.X 4 . 1 j.JI J.jfefj 4.->-9. 5 j4.Jj.du4.JLl 

>~i uOjL jlj xi 9 .J..SL 4 L .JI 4 .jdXj-^-JI Jlj jL^liJI i_jLdu 4 .j^l 
j.jLx. 11 (0.^.diilj.iJI utJ) J59..9 oLiL-uii^^l 

■ Jij$.S 4 ..SL 1 .^ A.j.X. 4. j^JI J9.JLJ 

L_JdJ. 4 JdLj j.jtjlLj jlj.J3.i_UJ^I J.Jj.X .11 JJJ.j3.Jfe9 

4.J9J.JLI jjj9.x.iJI l4.j4.i-9 ^LiL-ujii^^l 04.x 4.^3-j.J 
l-jlj-xjjlj Ljia.jl 9 ajUJ- 4.X.JJ.J4.J 4.39.^.111 
j.JjLx .3 l1)j. $ IS 19 .oljlj.ll j_j. Jl IdL^iill 4 -ijj.JI IjlJLj 
j_y.dd.Oj.JI J—UJ.l_)JjLiJI l.idj..>- (< 3 . 1 jLj j„SLj (O.J 4 -jl J.JJ.X.JI 
j-jL-UI Jjfelo j4.j|j.x.JI ,<3.^.iL_)Jai^l ui> 4.J9 .ji9.j3.lJ 
J^i J.J3.JS.JI J.±h Lj3.1jlJ 4 -jjJLdL.fi oL_)Jjlj 4 . 1 J oLj-ij^l 

.LiL4ili^l 14.X L_jdJ.4JdLJ ^y.j.3 4 -j.JS.jO 
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Jean Leclant 

If Giorgini was the heart of the mis¬ 
sion with her passionate temper and 
true love for fieldwork in Nubia, Jean 
Leclant was a visionary who early on 
understood the importance of conduct¬ 
ing research in the regions to the south 
of Egypt, places such as Soleb and Se¬ 
deinga. With his insatiable curiosity for 
ancient history and geography, he was 
perfectly suited to explore the world 
of Ancient Egypt and advance Nubian 


L-^-ijL lO -fe \~V1 J 4 -j.JS.j.JI jJjL-UjI ^dLj-fe-^-fe. lLljL^ jl 

^ jl4dji.ll J.JJ.JS.1J ^X-jl-X. J-l L^.j. 4^9 4._UJ.J3.^.ill 

didLJL.4- 4 .J 9 J |j Ldu4.4fe.4jj jU-SLdkJ jL^. jL.SLJ - 4 .j 9 .iJLj 
Lj 3 J-laLill ^..s >j.lj>l.j.JI Idkj^j&f IjUjJI j.-o iJjjl 

ei.Sj.lj (O.J9 .Lx.jjLd.d49 1_d.J9.dL4 Ji-0 J.du 4 .d 0 Jlj.JS.jl 4 4.JS.J 
Ldd.Slj..S.jf I9 jXJ.j 2.JI ^.jjLiJI J.li4ijJJdJ jl ^Jl 4.J9.jjj.i 

L-sL-uj.Xijjjl JLjfe-jo jdjLjs—ijj^l jj.j) j.j3 jL.SLi 

.4-j.j9.iJI dllLjJjfjJ lJI |44.Jlj ^^9 4 -XJdX.Jf j-Jd 4.-0 SjLjja.4- 
4-jj.j.i j.j3 J. 1 j 2 .j ^.J 4.X.SLJ9 4 .JS.UI p3.1x Jjjjj Jdi 9 
J-j 3 .js.JI ^.9 Ul^i 4 jjUJ Ij.js.i_4j.j3 jL^ iddddjfe jLjVl ^ 3 -lx 



studies. Trained as a philologist, he 
never underestimated the complemen¬ 
tary aspects of archaeology and was al¬ 
ways willing to participate in fieldwork. 
From Egypt to Ethiopia, the young 
scholar led along the singular path 
that would take him to the summit of 
the French academic system. During 
his long and fruitful career as a profes¬ 
sor, he initiated a real dynamic around 
Meroitic studies, continuing the work 
at Sedeinga after the death of Giorgini. 
The scientific production he left behind 
is a priceless source of inspiration for 
scholars, and a genuine contribution to 
the history of Sudan. 


4.Jfe.j| Jdi 4.4JJLJ.J-I ^Jl J.J.4.J3 j _09 .p^JdJI ^Ix ^.iljdJdll 

OJ 9 .Xdk. 4 jJ jL^ jj.JI JddL. 4 - 9 .JI '-jLjjjlJI p 4 .JL 4 e.JI 

4-j.1j 3.JS-J! JLjLddJfe pLljl ,4.dd4JJdjj.jiJI XddXjL^^I 4.J3.J ^Jl 

,iLi 4 jji.£ 4-ij9.i4.jf 

j.J3.dd4Jjl9 4-J9 j.1I .4 L_4J Ij 4. JI 4.J4.4LJ fJdJ 

Lj>-j.j. 4 L£jLj l _ 7 .j.dk4-j9.4- . 119.43 JlJLj LxjjLj.4.j J-j 3 .js.JI 

^ jAi4.L9.JI ^Jl pL^-JI j 4 .Jd 4 .dO jL^ LJ3.J.I4.X Lj.J3.lx 
. j|j9.4AlJI ^.JjLj 4 . 1 j 3 .X f« 3 .xL_ 4 J LjJ.^ j.J 3 . 1 j jJdXJ 
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The archaeology of Soleb 

Soleb is primarily known for its 
temple built during the reign of Amen- 
hotep III and named Khaemmaat in 
ancient Egyptian literature. It is con¬ 
sidered to be one of the major expres¬ 
sions of the Egyptian presence in Nu¬ 
bia at the time the region was being 
integrated into the Egyptian kingdom. 
Throughout the Eighteenth Dynasty, 
Soleb was the town from which Kush, 
one of the two regions composing the 
Nubian province placed under the 
authority of a Viceroy of Nubia, the 
'Kings Son of Kush’, was governed. 
The area was of huge economic value, 
providing gold as well as access to 
other goods such as ivory, ebony and 
incense that were found further south. 


The New Kingdom necropolis located 
a few hundred meters west of the tem¬ 
ple accommodated priests, governors 
and the rich elite who took part in the 
greatness of Soleb. 

Before the Egyptian conquest, Neo¬ 
lithic and Kerma peoples left traces of 
their activity. Kerma graves have sub¬ 
sequently been unearthed by archae¬ 
ologists. After the fall of the Egyptian 
New Kingdom, it appears that the 
temple had been partially destroyed 
by a major flood. In all likelihood, it 
was a similar event that caused signifi¬ 
cant damage to the Sedeinga temple. 
Meroitic people continued to live at 
Soleb, the front room of the New King¬ 
dom temple becoming a small sanctu¬ 
ary. These individuals were buried in 


a nearby cemetery. Some Arabic glass 
vessels that were found within the 
sakieh dug in the second court of the 
temple testify that Soleb was occupied 
at least until the Medieval period. 


j-j.-s. 1 I L-o jLuh.jL.fi fq.Jo.o- ju.fi 4.j'l §jjj.j iLijjjjtl 4J9jj.ll 
LjjL>. jl JI9.0.VI £jl-c.o- 

l_lJLjlU J.^.l_)jijl9 .LjLjjLjjO 4 —lJL -0 j„OJ Jj.fi L£jL_ujl.4 
4-j—S—O.I J AjjjoUVI 4-ij.-S.JI I9J 9.0-9 L-J.J9..U0.J 0I9J..0 
4.ilj.i ^i jjjLhujjVl & 9.h> j.ij ^9 j-j.-s.jj4 fj.0. ^Jl 
jjj.JLj ^Ix 5.JJ.J2JI j.j.X Jj.fi hiJj j.jjX.9 .4 -j.Jj.J 
^i 0j9.ji.il 4.jLiL_uiJI J.j>-ljjj 4 -jl.j_j.je.JI l^LjvjJf 

jl ^Jf ^jljJlj j-joVI JLJjg .Jj^jl^U ^JLUI pLj.J.JI 
^ 11 j9.ju2.jLJI ^Jl I *3 ^ ^ J.Jh u-lJ^jjj £-39.-0 

.jUjlJLI JjJLJ 


L-J 

JjJlJJJlJLI 04-j.-S.jT X9I ji9j.-S.jO jj.J9.jja £i9-J5 jl 

j9.Xj.jiJ I llx ^-O-JjU L-q.-£ lLlJLUI l_jl2ou.1joI Jj^-X 
ji9.ll J.J.2JLJ9 .^Jj-iJI ( 5 j.juO. 1 I l_>jXI ^i lL) LjL- 0 (J3.JLhuJ 
4.J9.2JI ^i 5 j.jjO. 1I J9.4v9.JI ^lx 4 -JjXI j.j .^1 j-0 
. 4 -Jj.-uO.il 4 -Jj 9 .JoIj.j.j 3 ^Lj 4.X.J0.2II 4 _k Jx-l Jj I Lj 3 . 2 jl.Jv 

j_Sj.-0 1 _ lJ^-lO jL^ Oj— UJl X 4.2-0L2JI Oj—JJJ^I 4 -^.X JI9.I0 

tT-i j52h.J0.2lI 54.o-l ji2ij l7 -2JI I 

54-JI9 hilll ljljLJ 4.Jo.1jjj XlJv 4.J9.2JI 4Jo.iLjv.-0 
4 .xJo. 2 j 3 . 1 J xljL^ 9 ^i ^.S.111 j.j^Lj i_j.x1j 

4.J94.IJ j.i 9J XljL^ L^.j^ 4 .- 0 -JV--uh 4 .jjLjuO, 2 il 4 -jj.j.i 

j.j 3 I-ojLxJI j9.hfcj.JI9 JJJ9.29VI l-jl-ijjljv 9 ^L-sjq l_jlxUI 

lL>L 2 -o 4.JLj<h.j 4.2 j4-J-I 4.J94.JI 4-jLj.jv 4— S.J.J9 .i_j9.2j 1I 
j-J0.iL.il9 4.2^ J) fq.jjh.5 L-q.-S' 4 -j.-S.1I l-Jj-X jL2-0^I 
• uulJ^jX 4.J3.Jh.X ^i I^JjLjJj j.jjJI 4 .jl 2 jLJI 4-j.JV.2Jf9 
l-jlJL JJJ9 4.J4. jtl 5 j.jv.J -1 J. -uO.-S.JI 1_j9.JL.l1h 2 Jj.J 9 

•5j.jjo.1I ^l2xJI J.j.i 4.X.J0.2II ^i fq.xj9.0-9 jLjl 1 -oj.^ 

jLjl^JI JjJLJ 9 . 4.-0j.J j-jLjL-O jLj^l pL-O-lx L j U12-Sti 
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Amenhotep III 

Amenhotep III (c. 1387-1348 BC) 
was the ninth king of the Egyptian Eigh¬ 
teenth Dynasty, the son of Thutmose 
IV and Mutemwiya. He was crowned, 
while still a child, upon Thutmose IV’s 
death. He inherited from his predeces¬ 
sors a kingdom stretching from north¬ 
ern Syria to the third Cataract in Su¬ 
dan. Egypt was wealthy, peaceful and 
more powerful than ever. During his 
thirty-eight year reign, Amenhotep III 
employed his army only once, in Nubia, 
against rebellious tribes in order to pre¬ 
serve the borders left by his ancestors. 
Benefiting from his country’s prosper¬ 
ity, this pharaoh enlarged the temple of 
Karnak, built the temple of Luxor, and 
erected the colossi of Memnon as well 
as many other buildings in Egypt and 


beyond, such as Soleb and Sedeinga in 
Nubia. Amenhotep Ill’s reign was also 
marked by an extraordinary level of 
artistic production, evidenced by nu¬ 
merous statues, reliefs and other items. 
Decorations display different styles, 
showing an evolution throughout his 
reign from the conservative representa¬ 
tion inherited from Thutmose IV to a 
more naturalistic rendering of human 
form and, at the end of his life, em¬ 
phasizing portraits depicting a much 
younger pharaoh than previously. In 
the last years of Amenhotep Ill’s reign, 
the pharaoh was assimilated with the 
sun god. This probably influenced the 
son he had with Queen Tiyi who took 
the name of Akhenaten and established 
the worship of Aten in the aspect of a 
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14. Statue of Amenhotep III 
cJLUf 1 JLii .14 


lMT cH crjL-H* uLJl.^ 

_Jt 4 .iLubM.J 9 uj.J9.-u3 J.J.0 


^Jl .4.J9.1JI.J U1j.3L.u39 v_iJ 9-*3 J.1.0 

j..o jjl j L ^9.i_)jjL.c lLlJLiJI uLJj 

culjjlJlJI J.jLjL^j.iJI dll-c ^IJI ^idJI ^LiiXI 
j*.j.j ^Ul ^JLdJI jlj.Ja.JI JaUi-i-l j^jj-iJI jj.j.ji.i .jjLjJI 

j.*o 4 .Oj.jL.S Ij9-Ja.j 

JjIjJI djujl j.-o Cj.jj 9 

^.lx.9 >t7 .jL_uij^l J-SLalilJ 
j9j9-dua.j jl lLLIJI fo-ldl 

4 .jLj.ajjLj fir ULJJ.^9 . 4 .jLjl 3 > 

of^jLajj j. 3-1 jjj.^ 3 -_U.JI dJLj 

4 . 3-1 JdJI d.SLlll j .45 dlj| ^Ix. 

jAx-djjjJI JJU5.ll J9.JI ojL.».x, 

.djjL^.jLJI 


^9.^ j-o J .^1 UJLiJI jUT 

jjjjLiJI d.111 d LS 9 jUUI 1348 ^Jl 1387 fLx. 
^j|j.JI jjo.^ 9 - 3 - uLUl J.JI9 oj.aiix. di-olLlI Sj._xjjMJ 
£jIj.JI jjo.^ 9.3- oa.Jl9 Cj 9.-4 dJLJ9 .LJ9..0 09.-0 4.JSLIII9 
j~0 Uj 99 .Udia jL.£ dj| j.-0 |< 3 -Xj.JLj L.SJ..0 £9J 

4 .J.J L-0._nj.JI Ljj9._xjj j„0 4 - 1.0 dJL-njf 9 d.SLl-<* d-Sl-u/f 

j-jua-o 10.jL.S9 .jlj9-_xjjLJI oJLiJI JUjUJI 

.djLdubL.0 Oj-li J j ~0 i 5 d“^b d jl-o-L-10.19 4 .JLJLX. lilig 

oj~o t-ijLao d-o-S.3- j.^5 L.oLx. jijMj9 djUL-diJI JU3-9 
I Id 9 du.i:LaUtl J0L.U2.JI a.dub dj9.Ji.JI JaULs oj.3-19 

.djj.du 3 .JI djj9.Jalj.j.^^l 094.3- ^.Ix. Ja.JL 3 «.j 
4 .J. 4 L .0 wJi 04 .J.J pL3-j j.45 j9.Xj.dJ I jL-dl-njI 
j9>JL^ ^JLi-C I_XJJL3I9 J.du 3 .j^l 4 .J. 4 L -0 4 ddLjjj 9 nljj..SJI 
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15. Plan of the Soleb Temple 
k-XJ$..U3 JmJkJUA .15 


Soleb temple 

One of the architects of the temple 
of Soleb was most probably Amenhotep 
son of Hapu, who is shown repeating the 
Pharaohs gestures during the Sed-Fes- 
tival depicted in the first courtyard. The 
temple was built with sandstone from 
nearby quarries and its plan conforms 
to the Egyptian tradition with a peri¬ 
style court and a hypostyle hall leading 
to the sanctuaries. But, as in several 
other temples in Egypt, there is a sec¬ 
ond peristyle court. Another exterior 
pylon was added in front of the dromos 
leading to the sacred area. This was the 
gate by which one entered the temple, 
at the time surrounded by a great enclo¬ 
sure wall. The temple was dedicated to 
the cult of Amun-Re residing in Soleb 
and to the deified image of Amenho¬ 
tep III, Nebmaatre Lord of Nubia who 
bears the throne name of the pharaoh. 
Subsequently, the succeeding pharaoh 
Akhenaten changed the dedication to 
suit his own beliefs and the temple was 
briefly devoted to the cult of Aten be¬ 
fore the restoration of the worship of 
Amun by Tutankhamun. 

9—^9 9-jL->- jjjL-4.j2.il ^j-jL.^ 11 j_£la 
J9I ^.9 p9._xjjj.ll j>._xjj -X.JL.X. JU_> j9.xj.j2JI cjI^LcI jhiJLj 
Jbj.-s.il 0 jL.4.x ^_xjjx1^.-o x ->1 9.A jLS LI J Li. 9 pLli 
j.jj pjL-iJI ^ 1 -oj.JI j_>«.iLj Jbj_s.ll jbJLJL_xIij p9 .1_x.J9.jj3 

9.^.1 JI £.4 jj.i.I.J d_4.j_4.jUjJ jL^9 4 -j.Jj.i.JI j.->Lil 
J.jl1_xjj9.j.jl^.JI 9 ojb- 4 -xtfl Jj»o x5j.^H 

Ljj.lijj jj.^-1 oJb- 4 -c-l 9.^.3 iJLlx x^.99 .pj.il ^Jl t5j9.ll 
^j.jj3 ULjjsl p9 .ijj.-a.ll jbjLj2.ll y j jL-S" 

.pj.il ^Jl x5j9.ll >Jxlji>JbJI ^Jj-la pL-ol j.il ^^.jLj. 

jL^ iilij?9 jbj.je_ 4 .iJ t_7.JbULjL.jj.JI J.J.j .11 9.x I ix jL^9 
ojLj_s.J jbj.je.ll j.S jb^9 .ijjljb^. J n ■ n .>> > LJaLuK-o 

JbJ.J 2 .lf JbJLjbU I bJ^jXLJ Oj._UUL.ij.ll ^J-J9.J5I 4 -jy I 

^j3._u0.il lLlJLiJI i_j.i^<.ijoV ij.^.J c XI 0j9.jj3.iJ ljbj.ijs.j 
jjjj.x fj._uj| J- 4 -->- t5-lH ij9-iJI £j cAjl-o L_uj 

j9.Xj.iJI ii.j.ij>- j9_jLj.j>t jjo j.S iiJj j.J 2.J9 .j9.Xj.jiJI 

ij^Lil d.J JbJL Q f LJ_UU LlbbJ JbJ_S.il CuJLiJI I_ LJL^>bJL.O I 

ojLj.x ojLx) J.j.i j9.j| ojLj.jlj Ljj 3 . 1 j>u^ jbj.xil jL_Sl_s 
• J 9 -«l ^ 9 -j 3 - 4 -c- J9-0I 
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16. Prudhoe’s lion $**$>■! 16 


From the Nile to the sanctuary 

Close to the Soleb temple, along 
the Nile, docks allowed boats coming 
from Egypt to anchor although sailing 
in the region was difficult due to the 
presence of rocky areas known as cata¬ 
racts. Travelers to Nubia could choose 
to journey by caravan, following trails 
in the desert. 

From the river to the temple, a short 
path led to the Exterior Pylon mark¬ 
ing the entrance to the sacred area. 
This access to the temple was probably 
guarded by a pair of lions whose heads 
were turned towards visitors. As they 
were removed to Gebel Barkal, their 
original location is not known. Only 
one refers to Amenhotep III, the sec¬ 
ond being inscribed with the names of 
Tutankhamun, his successor Ay and 
later the Meroitic king Amanislo. In the 
early nineteenth century, Lord Prudhoe 
removed the lions from Gebel Barkal 


and brought them to England. In 1835, 
he offered them to the British Museum. 
This is why these lions are also known 
as the “Prudhoe lions”. 

After passing between the lions, 
visitors had then to follow the proces¬ 
sional avenue (dromos) preceding the 
Great Pylon. It was originally lined with 
forty-four ram-headed granite sphinxes 
symbolizing the god Amun-Re of Kar- 
nak. A small mummiform statue of the 
king was placed between each sphinx’s 
paws. It is in the form of the moon god 
Nebmaatre as confirmed by inscrip¬ 
tions on the bases. Only two fragmen¬ 
tary statues are still visible today on the 
site. At least six were moved further 
south to the Amun temple at Gebel 
Barkal, perhaps by Piankhy, a Kushite 
king who ruled Egypt and founded the 
Twenty-fifth Dynasty. One of them was 
removed by Lepsius and is now exhib¬ 
ited in the Egyptian Museum of Berlin. 
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?>' Jl cM< 

j.^j t-xJLj* Jt.t.JL .0 j..O 

iU.jLi.Jf c_tjf$.i.Jf fLuijI j-SU ^.ilj-XI J^iJI 
H.JL.S 4 .i.Xa.lXLj i_»jLi.Jf SjLU jf j..$ 

4 .jj.as..u 2 .Jf j^JaLiXf Uj* 

jLSUf jlS$ JMjuu.JLj J^JI oL^ 

4 .1 ^>j.JLj jf 4-.j9.JLJf ^.Jf j.jj.iLjuaXf 

.^fj-^^Jf t_» 9 jjbJf l9.jLjLJ.j9 4 .iili.Jf 
^j ^ f f j^Jf Ajjdlfg j ^ > f f jju j-*-«a-S J_>jJa ^af 
j -«9 .Uujjbi-U 4 a h Uf jiJf ^_>-jLi) 

j-0$J jLS 4 JI J-q-Ll & t 


17. Ram statue from the dromos 
of the Soleb Temple 


JuutiXf ^ c CjujjJu Lq-*-S 
£cJLc £t$j cLj-ujI ^JLUf 
4 JLUL >9 j9_of 
jg^Xf LllXI ^jo,f LU.^9 
jj 9J Jj-c, .g-LuuuJUf 
j^iJf JJI 9 I ^ 
jjX_A j-IUJLC JJUjLLlI 
1 J-^H j -4 jJJuoiVf 

i ^9 ,f^LLi.f ^f 

^ UasJLq-LJ I 0 ^ 9 1835 

jLi^jJt-O jfjLJUjVli 
J9 jojP 

jf$>Jf jL.S L.OJtix.9 
jL.S j.jj.jojVf ^ix. j.-c 

^jj j^xf ^fs-if j^x* 
^ix. jL* 9 j^Vl ^-xlJI 
XLiJ> 44 J-Jj.Xa.Jf 

^ix, CkUb^f 

J-UL^-iJI o-U 1lt.jL.S9 .jlij.iLJI jjuIj.j9 

JJ.j1.JLj 9 . 4 -j.dkXa iL-u.SJ.Xf 4 .^.jx>LjlJI 4 .J] j9»of ^JJ 
JJLjX ^.ix. ikJLlJI utlahJL^f Jll.t3.lJ j.j.jl. 0 JLlJ 
^.ix. jjj.i.J9 .H.-ljIj.^'I J-UUXJf j.Jfj.j jju sL-u.09.XI 
t_t.j ^.^.iJf 4 .JI ^o.jujf S>.-uJL.t^a.JI J.^Lu3.lJI ojuX.Li 

ji^XLj j.jj 9 .jlu.^Lj 5 jtJLXi ^ff j-j».^j ^9 .£j uLjl.o 


J.-uJL.o.JLJf oX-fc j..o XjLjuj tlt-iij a.^9 . j^f I ^JL j>» 

j.^9 .J~Sj.j j9-^I ^.Jf Lj 9-JL^. Oj.dLjt^Jf 

pSl*. ^Ajlj ^.Jj9.iJf tiLIXI L^Xi-J jl J^-iJjf 

.^jj.juj.jlJI9 4 .jjj.^LJX| ^^9 

^iJf J.jljLu 3 .UI oXx> J.J 5 4.^(9 jjj9.*jjulj.*J Jfjf 

• j 4 .Jj.j.j jj-^xiXf U.JS.1XI jVf j 
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Sed- Festival 

Past the Great Pylon at the Soleb 
temple, the walls of the first courtyard 
display scenes of the Sed-Festival. The 
Sed-Festival, or jubilee, was intended to 
renew the king’s royal powers and to re¬ 
affirm his divine nature. This ceremony 
goes back to the first kings of Egypt 
and was normally celebrated during 
the thirtieth year of a reign. Three 
Sed-Festivals were celebrated during 
Amenhotep Ill’s reign, in his thirtieth, 
thirty-fourth and thirty-seventh regnal 
years. Scenes related to his first jubilee 
are depicted on the four internal faces 
of the first courtyard of the temple 
of Soleb. They illustrate the different 
rituals performed by the king, proces¬ 
sions, and offerings. The most extensive 
scenes are preserved on the northern 
wall and on the reverse of the pylon. A 
sign representing the sky is placed over 
each panel, while the lower part of the 
wall features aquatic motives. 

The ritual of “striking the doors” is 
particularly well illustrated on six rows 
framed by a crenellated enclosure wall 
symbolizing the wall surrounding the 
temple. The pharaoh is standing alone, 
wearing a Khepresh crown and a loin¬ 
cloth, acting as the divine heir of Amun. 
He is holding a stick in his left hand and 
the ceremonial Hedj -mace in his right 
hand. The mace is either held horizon¬ 
tally or strikes the doors in front of him. 
On the other side of some of the doors, 
the royal scribe, Amenhotep son of 
Hapu, repeats the same gesture. In two 
scenes, the pharaoh is escorted by Wep - 
wawet, whose name means “the one 
who opens the ways”, depicted as a wolf 
or a jackal. Several dignitaries follow in 
a procession. The pharaoh must pass at 
least fifteen doors to complete the ritu¬ 
al. Inscriptions at the top of each scene 
count the number of gates. 


S' 

j.JbLi.x Jl pLi.j 3 .Jf 

Jjlj*jJI c^x 9 ) ^iUiJt ^jlJLj ^xuxil xujj c^x 

j.x (J .ijLjMiJf j^jljlJLj xjlxIj.xJI .^ijLjUiJf 

d.j.jLj.j.12 cjLj.it 9 4 .J clLiJLf &5.J ji.jji.j- J-'H 

:j. il^lx J5I ^Jf j.jl.jlJI ^._ujIj.x J5.XJ9 .JLjb^JXf 
^ix LxLx J^iUi j 9 j.X CJ2.J 4.J JLxl.S-^'l ^5 

f cJLiJI x^x JUj.5 xMJI jjjj.jlJ dJJtl 

jjIj-JIj j*.iUiJ ^LjlJI U.X5:cilj.x ciiUi xj JLxi->.^l 

Cj.jj._ujj 5 cjlj j4.jM.lJI5 ^jLujjlJI^ j4.iUi.Jf 9 

J 4 J.j 5 .UJI £ JjVl oL^t^Jt ^ix J 9 Vl J0.J9..JI jlbLlx 
j.Jb Li. Cj.jj._ujj cLJj ^Jl J 9 Xf c.j.jlJ .1 pLixJ 

iiJ.ib.S9 iiiil L4.J p^JLi ^iJI xxii.j£l ju9.xia.Jf 
J.1 &I j-tflLUl Cu.La.xX9 .joljxJ^ 4u.St9.it jiaLix 
.^j.jcj.JI oxi_>. ^1x9 ^UxJI jUJ-l ^ix ^.x-uj 
pj._ujj.j9 cjI^-^IJI j.x J..S pL^j._ujlJI xxUx 

.jU^iJ JxujjVI pjj.| ^ix jLJLJtf j.ju£sLjLjlJI 
l7 . 1 x«(_jI 9 .j^I 4 .Jj.ia» jU9.xia CiLx^-ujj 9 

CJjUj>- XX-J-X-i) XX-UJj-J 4 -iaL.>_X U9.X.1X Xi._UJ 

ia..uXl ^ioxVl jJ._wo.JI ^Jf j-Xj-i Cjljl.>. OjLx-UJ L^jlIx 

jjjj.jL.J- ^Li ja,ij.x 9.X9 j9.Xj.xJI i_xxj 9 .co.xXLj 

lIL-ujlx Lx-S ^^J^f j$-xt Cj.jj 9 Mix oj^-xJI j.iL_uj 9 

.^.i-X-uJI OXJ 0 .JL.X S 9 lj.X 9 Jj._UJljlJI OJbJ Lju2 

U-xif JL-S._ujlj S9Ij-t 4Jf iL-mx 9-X 9 _J.ilI J.4JJ.J9 
jiij lxIj- ^.ix Lxt .xxLxt L^j (Jj-Uj 9 f 

jxxi 9 -jL_> j.j ^IJLI o-jiL^LJI jj^Ij c-jI^jVI 

9.x 9 091949 j.Ja Li.il j.x jiLil j-.4ia.j9 xpLxtfl 
«Jj.Ia.JI £Li» O9I9.J9 pj._ujf .j5.Xj.xJf J-ifj-J 

^Jf^.i.jg -^59! J-jf §f t_».ji.Jf J~^._xu ^7-ic |XCUj (^i-Jt 
•Lx (-jl-S^x juxi^it^ iiiif j.x U-S 1 jLjlx^I jxij 

i_j-ix LjLj j-UJlX X_UJLX->«-J jl J5.Xj.xJI (^ix jL^ 
jix Cj._><.i Lx-^ 9 .ju 5 .xJa.Jf oi.x J-x-SLj J--S1J JL^^t 

.xxcuj J.S J5*i L_il5.j^’l 
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18. Scene of the Heb-Sed festival at Soleb 
\ * ^0 . 18 
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20. Column of the 
Soleb Temple 

.20 


First and second courtyards 

The first courtyard of the Soleb 
temple was lined with thirty papy- 
riform columns supporting an abacus, 
above which was put an architrave 
that supported the slabs composing 
the roof. The only architrave still in 
situ links the western gate to a column. 
It is inscribed on three faces, each one 
showing a different part of the royal 
titulary. The interior face, visible from 
underneath, depicts a cartouche con¬ 
taining the throne name of Amenho- 
tep III, Nebmaatre , preceded by two 
hieroglyphs, a sedge and a bee, symbol 
of kingship in Upper and Lower Egypt. 
This name was 
given to Amen- 
hotep III when 
he succeeded 
his father as 
pharaoh. 

The north¬ 
ern part of 
the gate lead¬ 
ing to the sec¬ 
ond courtyard 
is decorated 
with various 
scenes showing 
Amenhotep III facing the god Amun, 
offering incense to his divine image 
and, at the top, the god Nebmaatre , 
shown with the rams horn of Amun 
curling around his ear and crowned 
with a moon crescent and a moon disk, 
is embracing the pharaoh. 


^1% tUII 

jLLjbJUJ J9..Q.C, J9-3M3 b-t^-uJ Jb-uJL JC JbJS^j jL-£ 

DJb ^.^1 oib Cj jbJLjuj hLkbb^.$ cL.ui.JI j 

.LbMj ^£JbJ ioLjj £byb$ JJbJI ^LlJf 4.b0>.i 

(jb^-lg LiaLjj tff .ujlJljuUI 

jLbAjg .j^.qjlJI j4J9 ibbj^JtJI wL.if9.Uf Jhlj 
J.jn.juj .3 L£bL.o ojb^l^ J.S CiL^j^ bi»M 3 ^.i JaLj^JI 
^1-c. jb.cs 9.99 .wLi.liiJtf 4.jb^LiXI ujLLJtfl L^Ux. 
4 .J J.i.jujVf j. j AbbJ^JLI wLUjsf JbJf 

ujLjl j b_bj 9.^9 bixJLUl uU jUjl blliXI 

wLiU L.q. 6 jLlbb^.jbii.9j.jbj2> wlJLj.juji 39 

j.jkjjjiJ9 (blbjbj) wLi^sUf 3.^9 (bj9._w0.Jl) wLjJbJLJbU.il 

LUjlJI j9.jj.uLJI wLJUjuj ^JJ jl3.j5j.JI jfl a 

4.JL.J9.J ubi£ bibJLiJI b_«.i.J Jbi.j d ^i^juuiJf 9 

.{QJUjtff I Jb^.J wljbjl JJJj.j 


^jLln glia It WUJ^JLI WUI9-JJ ^ I; a T( c^jf.1 Ul 
L^_>9 cJLl)l u JLxljl L^j w ul LL j n-o jJjLLc jjj-o 9 ^ 
J-S9 .j9_>«jJf Jlo joljJLJI UMJ j jjbij9 j9_ol 4 _> 9 J 

jjjbj-SUI jjJLu ^9 -iujj-U £j jjLx-j ujJ <xJXI j.j>>9j ^_Lc,Vf 

jL^9 j-ouLff jwa>i9 JM^j £9^09 aJjI J9j> ui g a ( U 
.iiJiiif b..u;.>,.ui j9^>Jl j ^ wLttfi 


The hypostyle hall 

While the second courtyard has been 
totally destroyed, the hypostyle hall is 
well preserved and most of the twenty- 
four columns that were erected still 
conserve their decoration. As in the first 
courtyard, columns served as bases for 
the architraves that supported the roof. 
On the columns can be seen friezes of 
foreign captives, kneeling, their arms 
bound behind their backs, whose names 
are inscribed in a crenellated cartouche. 
They represent all the peoples who were 
subjects of Egypt. Their faces show dis¬ 
tinctive traits: details such as a beard, a 
hairstyle or jewels being representative 
of various ethnic groups. They are ar¬ 
ranged according to a geographical or¬ 
der: to the north, the towns and tribes 
of Asia, to the south those of Nubia. 
Though many names like Qadesh and 
Naharina, are well-known from histori¬ 
cal records, many remain unknown. 

J& 

JLoLSLJLj ^JLiJI iL.ji.Jf ^juj .^.3 j.j (Q i,j.JI j 

Sj.jbjv wLJL»» ^jkdLjbu^jk^JI $"& J . jl-^ 4 . 3 ] tff 

wLJa.ui.I.>b.0 jbJIj Lj WLj OJb,Q jVl ^qJ^JL j CxjLS blbjb^. 

^q j jbj ^ jbJI JaLjjJI ojbjjVf blb.Qj.j9 .L^IJLj^j 
jb.js9.ii Sjbjj.x.^1 Ljl .J9VI <L.ji.JI J.j.j 9 bJLbj.juj.JI 

^jjjbJI uULjstff j^jujVl >jjliVl L^U j 

uuLIjs jjLjVI j.jJbbbJ.^9 jbLJL^Ij fq. 4>9 j.buj.1 £9.btwa.iM 
jjj9.Ijj.ji» ^.ix. f0.ji>cL^.jbul bj.juj.i .3 Ljj.^ 

j.ijbJI JLij ^.^.^9.^9 J.bbJwjLJ .3 j.^.ij.39 ojLJ.jjj.JI 
WLj.jjjl 3 bLbJliT Ljj-Jbi bjlj.jO9.ji I 9I ^JLjjulJI tfL^jj.jbU.39 
wLj^j^JLjlJI uj9.JLjuu.JI9 J. 3 Lj.i.JLu wLjwoL^I jMXI 
^.i jbj^9>li .Ljbil^JLjv Jj.juj^I jj.juu.bL 3 ^9 .ojbjJbJLJI 
uJ9.J.jtl cr i9 wL^LjkJuuVl J. 3 Lj.aJI 9 ^aJI JLjj-jujlJI 
j.j uj9.JLjuj.JI ojb^ fQ.Ia.JLj uj.ij.^9 .wLj^IJI ^JL^i 
j.Jj.^.J9 jjjjLJ u-uJLjuj 4 .jb.>uJjLUl bjMjs.JUJ.JI 

,wLJ^^.js. j ^js^I uj9.JLjuj.JI Ch 3 L^ LjbLjbj 

22. Prisoner from the city of Qadesh 
jIjljjJ* 4.j.jjujo .22 


21. Architrave with the cartouche Neb-Maat-Re of 
Amenhotep III 
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23. Plan of a New Kingdom 
grave at Soleb 
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The New Kingdom 

necropolis at Soleb 

The New Kingdom necropolis is lo¬ 
cated eight hundred meters west of the 
Soleb temple. Forty-seven graves were 
excavated by the team led by Giorgini. 
The cemetery contained the burials of 
the elite of Soleb whose titles, some¬ 
times mentioned on funerary inscrip¬ 
tions found on the surface of the graves, 
refer to religious or civil duties associ¬ 
ated with the temple, the town and even 
with the pharaoh himself. Tombs were 
composed of two parts, a superstruc¬ 


ture and a substructure. First was the 
monument, which included a pyramid 
preceded by a chapel, sometimes with 
an enclosure wall. Second was the fu¬ 
nerary chamber, dug into the bedrock, 
consisting of one or two rooms. All the 
graves were heavily plundered during 
Antiquity, some of them even reused 
during the Meroitic period. Neverthe¬ 
less, they still contain an important 
part of the funerary deposit. Most of 
the graves were collective structures 
where the dead were generally laid in 
an extended position, head facing West. 



24. Lid from a New kingdom sarcophagus 
being removed from a grave 

j..o 4.1JLj p fit* * .24 


800 4.JZ.J 4.2j4bji.| dJgJbJI 4. jL-L->- 
47 j-C. ^ 2 -b J>-j 9. J>- Jj.jj.-S l-lJLj b_j.J9.j-3 4 .J.. 3 L .4 L-IJ.X. 

,4.jLj.jJ-l OJbjfc i_p 9 .J -2 jLjl.X.1 ~bj.jtJa.jQ 

4 -jj.jLj.jf- 1 jjj 9 .Ji. 2 JI ^l-C. ^jLbiJI jj 3 ._£.J LJpJ L- 4 .iT 
,_PI jjj 9 .ii. 2 JI j-jb-UJ-jg .Oj.j.^. 11 to vvi ^J. 2 . 4.j^.^.lJU 

j ._0 Jbj.4Z.JLLj 4.Jb2.j.jpl jLjbjjbJtlg 4.jbj.JJbJf ^ 3 -^.j.j.^.jS 
LjLjl^-I .'■ ■ "■ J I Q 4-jbJ»-Lj j ._0 4.j.jJbJLLj§ 4.j._>-Li 

jp.-SLj. 4 JI j .,0 j 9 .pi.JI .4._UJLJti j 9 .Xj.ji.JLj 

^JbJI J9.1JLJI J-SL^JI J.<Uh 9 ^9-i^-JI 

jbjlj-o ^-oL-of j«o j9--SL.II 

J-SL^Jf L_ot . JLjjl j..>- 4 .^.jb^.jbb.j LIj.bbJs.jo 

jj s. tl ^..s 4 .J 9 .Js.j.ll <LjpL2.il Oj.Js.il J.-o.-lu.j 

j.jLiJLI .jp.ij.x. 9I <Lij.x j.-o 4.i$„SLJtl$ 

L^.bbb.jLj I jb j>sbL jjj I jbJL.x.1 Lj^ijbj ^ jbiJ I j.bjo.jz.JI pLjbjl 

LibJIj L_o blLJj j.-o («j..c.>JI ^J-cj .0I9J.-0 <Lj.jl_>- 

jbi§ .jpLj.il iAjVl j._o fJ.-4-o ?)->■ eT-t^ j-jLiil 

L^jbi Xb-S-up 4 .j.xL.o.J>- j.^|jbbO j9.pi.JI b_bjLi 

.ljj.jLJI 4 ._pp L^.jjj99j 9 JLjjJLj 0jbj.j* (_j.j9.JLl Xb2_>- 
(^jbJI j-jo^I .JbO.jl_j.jjj.JLj <L2 j2._SL.o fo. 1 4.boLjjj.^-i xiLJp 

Io.bbbbjs.j.J JLjj.bbbo.JLI JLjjbjiilJI (_jjj9.iJb0.JI 4 .j._ijjlj 

LjJ-bbi 0j._ljjLj.-0 jjOj^l L^.bbbO.JZ.J j.io ^9 .llbiil 
L_o IjoLj9 1, 1 nt ^jjjljj Cj9.jLj j.jL -^1 jjo.JZ.pl ^^009 
j.-o jpLj.il diLj^l JJ439.J 

j-jo-os^I ^.bbijz.J)9 ^pLjJjLiJI j._o JL^9.lbbbo.JLl JLljj-JI 
jj^l J.2-0 JLbb.09.pl ^pil jjalj-il Lbjo. jI9 ^LjlJI 9 
^ilp xiL-p .Li.jsj.JI9 pp9j"pl Ljlj.J.19 ^.joLlbbbo.Jl9 
j~o loJbX. ^jLjjjLiJI j.jo 4.X.9. j.bbbo.J .1 (_j.ij._ijj 9 1 J.pL-c 

ijjsVl fqJLx f3.4j54.jiLj J (PpJ 


Their bodies were wrapped in strips, 
reproducing a ritual resembling tradi¬ 
tional Egyptian mummification. Some 
were buried directly in the ground, 
others in wooden coffins with an an¬ 
thropomorphic lid and more rarely in 
a stone sarcophagus. Funerary goods 
consist of ornaments made of faience, 
carnelian and ivory, objects from daily 
life such as needles and boxes, bronze 
mirrors, and ceramics. A few of the de¬ 
ceased were accompanied by shawabti , 
small figurines often made of faience, 
intended to serve them in the afterlife. 


25. New Kingdom 
ceramic repre- 
senting a sitting 
monkey 

4.J$jJf .25 
M j ^ la j 4-JLjJbJd 

LuuJLx 



33 











Burials 

The New Kingdom necropolis was 
established on a terrace where some 
thirty-two older graves were dug. First 
called “primitive burials”, these tombs 
consisted of a simple pit dug into the 
bedrock. They were ovoid, rounded or 
rectangular in shape, mainly oriented 
east-west. All of them 
were individual burials, 
the deceased being placed 
in a crouched position, 
lying on their side, head 
facing East. Their bodies 
were wrapped in a shroud, 
in a mat tied with ropes, 
or in skins soaked in a 
bath of red ocher. Funer¬ 
ary goods were scarce. 

Only a few gazelles' horns, 
necklaces made with car- 
nelian or shell beads, and 
pottery were found, typi¬ 
cal of the Kerma period. 

As observed at Sai Island, 
the Kerma population oc¬ 
cupied the region prior to 
the Egyptians and con¬ 
tinued to live under their 
domination. 


jiUI 

£ Ja.0 AjLj.Jv 

.xi Oj.aJL o 32 Jjj.jijX 

saa JajlJLj9 AajIaj j^lA.o w fAJjjl L-£a1.c. 

^|J( ^i Aj^^sa.0 aJaajjjlj OjjtJ* J.X) JQ.+JLJ 
9I ^JAaJJJL .0 9I J-SLjJmlJI ^LjjljLJ L^jJaJLJ lIljLSq 
j..o ^^9 AJV99 . J.aIaajlui.o 



LJjj.i aX.4 a .>4 9 J.S jLS L. q.S Jj.jJmiJI ^Jl 

L-£aJLjv ^.Xa sL-va.ij.i laXjM kl4.JL.S9 

j LA.iL.S9 ^Jl L^.jjjIj9 

^9.^111 aIjLLj 9! X39.jj.XI 
Jfj.i.Jf j S> i j. 4 > A*i LX ^Lxi jjJLLff CiLjVi jL-S 9 
CjL^.^ 9 j..o..»»tfl j.^5 a^aaaXI jJj.j1.JI9 

j..o Ljvj9.dC J. 1 -C Ail 9Ad.J9 .jLjs.j2.JI9 aajaaJI 
J.j.i aJ.IaJ.XLj Aj 5 j..S laJLjuj A^9 Aj3j..S 

laJLjJm 1am 1 9 .cL-oa-aJI jhlj^aaXI J9.AS9 
Iaj& ^.Xa jHLjj.-ja.XI jj.J a- 4 .au ajlj ^.1^ aJ. 1 aJ.XI ^.i 
.^Ldj> oj.jj.jv ^.i a^LjJjlj L-a-S jL.SLXf 


The Meroitic necropolis at 
Soleb 

Located four hundred meters to the 
west of the temple, a wide Meroitic ne¬ 
cropolis containing about six hundred 
graves has been investigated by ar¬ 
chaeologists. They excavated one hun¬ 
dred two tombs, very similar to those 
found at Sedeinga. Only one grave was 
covered with a pyramidal superstruc¬ 
ture, the base of which was made of 
schist blocks. There were two different 
kinds of graves: a vertical shaft lead¬ 
ing to a lateral niche chamber, and a 
sloping descendary giving access to 
an axial chamber. After the deceased 
was placed in the funerary chamber, 
the grave was sealed with a wall built 
of mud bricks or black schist slabs, 
and the shaft or the descendary filled 
with sand. Graves could be individual 
or collective, the deceased generally 
placed in an extended position, head 
facing West. Funerary goods such as 
pottery and personal ornaments were 
often placed next to the deceased. 


&UH 

AJtjyjf9.il AJ9J.XI AjLaJ»I j9.Jj.itfI jH-> -s ■£ 

AjL-aJ-am l-IjL-Aj L.0 L^j ^IJI L_t.J9.AAJ 

AJ9 .aajlXI l_) j-J. p 400 ajlj ^Xa aJL-ljU JJAJV99 

0j9.Ajt.Xf j9.aJ.JI Aajuulj Ij-aJ 102 j.x, j9.ijvLj.Jl laJJ 
A jlll AM. J f Ai sXJi ^.Jl 4 .iL aJUj9 .LJJjLaAJ L^aXa 
^Xa^9 AJVI9 j.aJ J9J JLJLjyJJI J9.IA JLJLa^ 

jLa9.j JJLaj& jL 5 AJ9. LA am. jl jjj. J I j 9 -JS.A 3 j..o ajujLamI 

^.Jl JJ9.J LJJ9.U3.A IjX j J.i-c J9VI ^9-XJI :j9.aJJI j.yj 
jj.jj.X3 j.A j9.-S.Aj ^JLiJI £9-aJI9 a aaJ L jv oL.SLaml.o 
Aij.jt.JI ^.i aIjM ^a^99 ,ajj9.^.j5 aJj-J. ^.Jl ja-»*1j 
l_>9.XaJLj aajuj jIajvlj j.aJ.JI j.a. 5 ,-tj.j ajj.jLj.j1I 

AJLJ9 ■ J9-Autf I LAjLM.JLjyM.JI J 9 -JS.A 3 ^.jLXjAJ 9I jilJI 

j9„S.j aj§9 J.^j.JLj ja^lXXI jj.jj.Xa.Jf 9I j.XaJI Six tXLJj 
Aijtl ^a39 ^.Ij Lt4> Aj.aLjj.Jv 9I Aj Jj.i j.jLi.XI 

sjj.Jt.Xj A^.JVAJ) AjmjIj9 Aj3ljLj9 AAlj LiJLir L^.aJ 

l_ljLjvlj Jj.JLj.jXI sjLitfl A39 jL^jwtfl laXaI ^.39 
.j Ljs..aJ 1 9 AjlaajA juLlJI AljpL^ aXjXI 



27. Leather ornament from a 
Meroitic burial at Soleb 

UkJ^y^J (^4 xi> .27 
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Sedeinga: a new start 

Over the last decades, excavations 
have been conducted at Sedeinga un¬ 
der the direction of Jean Leclant, Au- 
dran Labrousse and Catherine Berger, 
extending the work done by the first 
mission originating from Soleb and pro¬ 
viding us with large series of Kushite 
funerary artefacts. In 2009, while work 
in the field had stopped, a new project 
was launched by Claude Rilly and Vin¬ 
cent Francigny resuming the study on 
the necropolises and exploring the sur¬ 
rounding areas. Likewise, a program to 
collect, digitize and publish the archives 
was initiated. 

One of the first tasks was to cre¬ 
ate an accurate topographical map of 


the site using a new grid system, while a 
complete aerial photographic coverage of 
the site was also executed. In the Sector 
II, where large sections of the cemetery 
were left untouched, an excavation area 
contiguous with the latest dig conducted 
by the former team was chosen; a choice 
also motivated by the high potential for 
the discovery of new Meroitic texts, as 
proven in the past. 

Nowadays, Sedeinga hosts the larg¬ 
est Kushite burial area of the region since 
the main Meroitic cemeteries from Lower 
Nubia have been flooded by the Aswan 
Lake. Due to its size, many areas have not 
yet been investigated, which is one of the 
reasons why a survey took place during the 
first years of the project in order to map all 


Sector West 


100 m 

i 




28. Plan of 
Sedeinga 

iLb.j.28 
LJLj^Li^ ii 
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the other archaeological remains show¬ 
ing, for example, the early occupation of 
the site during the pre- and proto-his¬ 
toric periods. 

While an ambitious project sup¬ 
ported by the QSAP currently plans the 
complete dismantling of the New King¬ 
dom Tiyi temple ruin and the study of 
its architecture and inscriptions, a lot 
more needs to be done in the future to 
fully reveal the long and complex histo¬ 
ry of this unique site on the West bank 
of the Nile. 

JUa- jUj^I £L-UJlJJ (C LU.Jd.J9 ,-XJLJ bd.Jd..C j-.St.ol 
UJa.Jj.a- (_ySJ ^9j._UJLj3.U Cjf9.jL_UdL.JI 

^.iJI bj9._S-9.il Ujj.jSI LjLUjJI JjL-O-J- UjlIjl u~\ Q J 
L59 j.a«.i j9.jua.-c j..o ji9.ll U.S.0 ^Jl 



i _ 7 .jIj9._uu.JI ^jUa.UJI £9 j._ujlII LjlJL_> ia.ia.jkj9 

d.j.JL.0 jaLUjl U.ji.SUiJ9 jLj^f ^JL-Oj-Ii ^9-^.ia.JI 

. 4 ._ut» 9 .jij 9 Jjj.jlII OjL^lc U_ujljdU Ljija.jf9 J..oLSJLj 
v_b._uj.Sjj J.-0 -s.JLj jL^.i_>XI j-o o-j % LLLJI.J9 

^^9.11 fb-^U JjU.J2.II9 £tJjLiJI j-C. jtj—uj^f 

. J.jl 11 J d.jLjj.iJ UUjis.JI ^.Ix. jjjj.U.JI 


Sjujl?- u>IJj 

(Labrousse) j^-SoJ jLa- jhl 

La.ijLua.j l_ljlU.jLiJI (Berger) j.jj.jLS 9 

^9*1 U1jlj.JI J„o.x. l9.lj3.SLi bj.dk.a-Vl J9.U.JLJI pLlbl 
lx.94.jjj LiJ I9J- i^i •vf L-o-S , ^9.^ j—o U-ojLUJI 
pLx l _ r i9 ij.jaj9.SJI Ujj.jLiJ -1 jLjVl j—o bj. jljlS 
(_y.j j 09.1s jjdL_udl <L yj|jjoil J..0..S.JI j_b.i9 LjOJ-jLx. 2009 
|jjjjj_> Lx.9j.diu3 (Francigny) ^000x0^9 (Rilly) 

jjUaLiil jiL-\ju.Si-uj^9 CjLjLj.J -1 UujjIj j ui LiiiuojS 
Jj-O-a-iJ L->«.-oLjj.J TjjIjI LU.Jj.S9 J-S^ILj d.ia.o .^1 
. Lj2>j._uj.J9 L.^.j 3 .jl ijd pgJ ,__>Ua.uaj.JI 
9-ji J.JJ.U.JI L^.j fLi ^iJI JL-o-c^l J9I j-09 

d.-0._ujL-b.-0 ji9.j3.lJ UUdio 4.o.ilj.x,9.j.ia UJa.jj.a- (O—ujj 
^ 9.4.1 j-j9.jja.iJI ^ Lj 3-S .ba.ja.a- UUjj.Ja.j 

ba.ja.a- JLU.ia.ij3 Cjj.o.ia -1 (O-j .J.j3LSJLj ji9.j3.lJ 

L^.j.i J.-0—X. ^yiJI UUia.il Lj bj 9 La«.i J3 1_kJbUiiiJ 

ba.ja.U -1 L_jkj.UiiJI UUia.i.0 jUj9 .^.jLujjlJI j9.jj.UJ I 
j.jlU bj.o.j.S j-SLjsl o.j jUJI ^iLiJI jLiaSJI ^i 
a.a.9.9 dal ^ylx. Lila jLSIl I-La jLo.ia -1 ^9 . d.jL.uj.iS jo 
• l_t^i (j-0 CdkoJ Lj 3.S Uj9j.ll jj39.jja.iJI d.J 
J.J.SI LU.jjLj<a ^i$-o j-UjLjjaiuojLj I .La Lij39-j L7 -i9 

oLjlj 3 CjbjiaLi jl a.ij3 ji»9-S Uj.Ua j.j3 j.ia UUia.ij3 
Uj9-iJI |_yi Uj 9j .1 oLilj-UJI p3.ia.aLj3 ^.Ix. j-jjaLj bj.jL.akj 
jja.afcUj j^J j.j.j.SJI Uilj.UJI (^3.a_t l^iUj9 .^.lU_ ujlJI 
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30. Queen Tiyi 
iSJXi .30 



Tiyi 

Queen Tiyi was the daughter of 
Youia and Touia, courtiers who were 
charged with many royal duties and 
involved in many religious cults. 
They were even buried in 
the Valley of the Kings. 
This distinct high 
privilege might be 
due to the fact that 
they were related to 
the royal family via 
Mutemwiya, Amen- 
hotep Ill's mother, and 
surely because they 
married their daugh¬ 
ter to a magnanimous 
pharaoh. Tiyi became 
Amenhotep Ill’s wife 
before his accession 
to the throne when 
she was still a very 
young girl. She was 
the Great Royal Wife 
and mother of Amenho¬ 
tep IV, the succeeding pha¬ 
raoh. Documentation is miss¬ 
ing concerning her life but 
she is considered as the king’s 
confidant and political adviser 
so she would have wielded a 
great deal of power at court. 
At Amenhotep Ill’s death, she 
continued to play an important 
role, as she is mentioned in let¬ 
ters sent by foreign rulers to the 
new pharaoh. 

Tiyi often appears at Amenho¬ 
tep Ill’s side on reliefs and statues 
and, a privilege rarely granted to a queen 
in Egypt, has a temple dedicated to herself 
at Sedeinga. She also assumed the role of 
the pharaoh’s divine consort in the royal 
iconography, being identified with Hathor. 

When she died, Akhenaten buried 
her in his own grave at Amarna instead 
of Amenhotep Ill’s tomb in the Western 
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^L>.Vl d*UI, fliil 

jjLj.il Xl.>XLJI ^Ix j.^.Ixj Lx lj.jJL.S9 ^Lx~£ jllil LJ9J9 L.J9.J XlIj ^jl .3 <L£LiJtl 

jjjj-S ^xJI Lii.JLj.JI l_jl 1.31.1xI l_ljL^. ^Jl (J.j. jL33.1J 1 9 jj.jx. 1 I lLLIJLI So^Lj-j <ixl.£.ix9 JLjlj.^9 oj.j.i.S l_ l jxLjl-o 

^9 .LjLioLjx.j J.xL.S.JLj Ix-ljlx L^.J ^ j 1 9 Lx-£ 1 - 9 j ^9 .<Ij.1jj.JI 9.^. J 1 9 

J-.SLj3.1I J.X9 J.J Ij.jl 1.S j.X^I I XX Ij-^X-lX lj—ol J.J.1 JLj lIL Ji 9 IJ9.IJ.I 

IjmlS IjLjjjjl oj. jIjlj jl '* ’ j 9 -^- J ^9 .Lx«$-J Lij._»jj9 

l-jIjiI £-i-c p.j J jf 9 L^iij 

j.x JLjiiJLI o^jjjVLj 
, ol LJ9.X (I19.J3 £jj .13 

LJ J J. 1J I J 9 .Xj.jiJ I 

L^j Lx-S .xlJLUI 
•l-^J if* 3 L-0"£11jI 
.^4-iiiJI j9.xj.jiJ I 

L_i.ljK.jj31 ^9 jj X.S 9 


lXjL-SLIJL 


j-jX-X 


!_J.J1_!lWj9 


i-SLUl 


ljLj9.xjI^ 


l^-SLUl 








d—>-9j..S Lxj 9 x J 

lllil 

L^ii j 9 

J.1j 4.JJ.J.XJJ ^.i L^.J9-J3 

l_l1.5l.1x I J-J.-S J.X 4.J_ 

^- S - J .9 CjJLiJI 

L^.^9j.J ^jj pLj.j39.jj ^-o-^jl ^J-JJ 
l 5 ^ b i_7 "^ ct-->LiJI >_l1_>kj.^! ( 

0Lj.JL.j9 lLlI-Sj jUI 1J9.IJ.I 
j->^! jJ9.HI x1l9Lj.j39.j3 4 .j.i 
cr-H pLj.^9.^ ^.Ix j9.i-s.JI ^9 
L^lx ^.il^ 1898 fLx 


XlJLiJI 


J9.Xj.jiJ I jij-X 4.J.J9.J 
J.j.j.jl->- L7"± 3 Xi.jL.S9 

XljL^ XX J 9 .JXXlJI Oj.jlJ 2 .j <£3 
L33.-S 4.j3.j.JxxJI H-SLUI X^9>JI ^jlJ 

jUI 5-.jlj.JI L^i^ixl lllil f\ XLjLS 
^.Xj-Jl ^1x9 .Lxx»^ j9.xj.jiJI jij-x L7 .J9.j 
s ^1 L^.jLj. 3». j.x ( _59 j. 3 ^iJI J.JLJ9.JI jlxxi j.x 

xlx-li-o ^j.j .3 <LSL 11 I j-j-Ix .3 j| 

4.^111 jAilj .31 .x^jjjLj.jjjlJI xi^jxLj 9 L4^9j 

JLJxIjjj L^jxJ jlS XLJI.J9 
xx j 9 .xLill IsUj oj-jlj.^ 


31. Head of queen Tiyi 


^9 > «Oj.jlj.^LJI OXjlXUlJI» f<3—Udl 
^1 ^LLj xilll L^jl xJ ^Ixj 

o-^ 2010 




XljL^ X.JL1JI l_jl1xl.1xI X9.J3 
Lx Lx lj 93 L_i.xlj XlJIj Lx 9 
^iJI J.jLxjj.JI ^xj^Lj oj9.^xx Xi.jL.S L^.j^ 


Valley. Later, her mummy joined her hus¬ 
band in Amenhotep II’s grave in the Val¬ 
ley of the Kings where other royal mum¬ 
mies were hidden. The mummy cache was 
discovered in 1898 but the body of Tiyi, 
then named the “Elder Lady”, was only 
definitely identified in 2010 by means of 
DNA analysis. 
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Tiyi temple at Sedeinga 

The temple, dedicated to Queen 
Tiyi, is the source of one of the mod¬ 
ern names of the region, Adaya, which 
derives from the Meroitic Atiya , itself 
coming from the Egyptian Hut-Tiyi 
meaning the “House (Temple) of Tiyi” 
Sedeinga was the first example of a tem¬ 
ple dedicated to a pharaoh s wife. Later, 
Ramses II would use this model for his 
construction of a temple dedicated to 
his wife, Nefertari, at Abu Simbel. 

Of the temple of Queen Tiyi at 
Sedeinga nothing remains apart from a 
unique column with a hathoric capital 
dominating a heap of sandstone blocks. 
Lepsius provided us with a plan of the 
building featuring a colonnade lead¬ 
ing to a courtyard and a hypostyle hall. 
According to him, the unique standing 
column was placed at the northern edge 
at the corner of the hypostyle hall. But 
the column itself provides no proof that 
this assumption by Lepsius is correct. 
Though the complete history of the tem¬ 
ple remains unclear, it is known that it 
was founded during the New Kingdom 
and was used until Napatan times when 
a massive flood seems to have destroyed 
it as was the case at Soleb. 

The temple is clearly connected to 
Soleb and was surely built at the same 
time. Both temples belong to an archi¬ 
tectural program in which they had 
a complementary role. While the di¬ 
vine image of Amenhotep III at Soleb, 
Nebmaatre Lord of Nubia, was shown 
as a moon god, Tiyi was depicted as a 
sphinx and likened to the Solar eye of 
Re or Tefnut who, according to Egyp¬ 
tian myths, left Egypt in a rage to en¬ 
ter Nubia. Tiyi was also worshiped 
as a form of the goddess Hathor, the 
pharaoh’s wife and divine counterpart. 
Broken statues of the 


34. Statue in the ruins of the temple 
at Sedeinga 

JL/ .34 

ULjjL^j 


32. Column of the Tiyi temple at Sedeinga 
—dLj jtdkJL.4 .32 


UbUu 

jJh.ua..4 IHIaIJ jjjj.HH jh.«..x.JU jl 

fq..LuXI fjhjfc j9.JE.j9 .LjIjI . 4 .JLia.hL. 4 .i J iijjbjU ^LajujXI 
4 -i.ijJu.il LI 31 Ij9j.II 4.J3.JL.SLJI ^.Jl 
(j.iJE .3 ^iJI "^-LJ 4 -CJbi.JI 4 jj.hua.II 

jrj9.bC J9I Li.jjLhua.j ^jlj jhj.JLjj j.^.iJLj9 jhj.JLjj 9I 

^iLiJI jjo.hhjjj.jjj jL^9 .jIIjs 4.^.9jJ jjjj.Hj j.j.je.1 
jhj.JL^ (Ljjj.JX I jhjt> Li^-X ( jjhjs.ijjj.jhjjj 

JLj.jp.jjj ^.jLj jjL 3 j.i.j 4 .Ij>. 9 >J 4 jujjHj. 
^jlj iHHI jhh.jLhp j.^ Lihkjjj ^ih-ij ^9 
^.ix lj.jj.i Li.if9 j9.js.I->. ^Lij I a 9. ax Xi Li.jjLhua.j 

jjj9.hLjjjLj.hbJ LiJ L_bij>>9 ,^.ihpj.JI jLjl^Vi 
ui.ua L^-hbi ^9-jjjj.hp 4Jb.jj.jtl 4 .hp.jjjj 

.J.hbijjj9.j.hL^.JI 9.4 j 9 cLiiJI ^.Jl jjp ^.Ul 04 AXbVl 
jLjjjI US 4 JL.ua 9 . .0 jLHi jhjj.i.JI j 9 .j 3 .JLJI Lhpl 
4 .hbhualj ^9 ^JLajujlJI jj.JLJ. 1 ^.i jjj9.hLjjjLj.hbJ 

MhbJj ojl^ 9 j9.j5.JLJI jHj f^J J.JSLJ9 .^hbijjj^hb^JI 

cLjJj.JI fir 4,31 ^LjlII 43(9 x^^LS 


4 j)IJ bj>uijjj| ^9 4 .ijJbJ>l 4 J 94 JI j.hAX, . 
jLht3a.hbi.JI ^Q.Ja.^> LjjjhhbX. 4.1 jlj 4 .S.Lj 4h.i.j» 
blLJj 9 .L-j.J 9 .hua 9 Li.JaL.ua jbh. JLhp j.hp jj.a> 

.^thtjal 9 j.hbi J.hjLHlII Jlj.jlII ^ljjLj 
lj.Ja.3 4 j>u.>j 3 1 9 l_lJ 9 .ua ji 9 .bC JluJLa 4.iUx, 
jIjluJlII ^.aUI jbi 9 .uh.i 9 .JI h?"® L^^Jbhb. 

jja.jLu.JI L^.hja.JLj J-aHuJ a. as 1 9 jj La.*.. 4 £t.oLjj.j ^.Jl 
j.ajLJI aJL 5 h-h.J 9 .hAj lLlJLIJI bhbljbljl blLi.II j..£la.i 
^*3 4 .H 1 II blij.^.ia 9 . 4 .J 9 .IJI ^.Sta* £j aLjlj) l-xj 
L ~‘ 3 ‘ t ~* LJ 1^9 . jjjbiLihb4jjj^fl JLI 4 II LiJaLhAj 

91 £j 4J^fl ^.Jl j.Aj.J ^.iJI jJJ.J3Ljjj.JI j<JLJ 4.Hi.If 
j.hbiaLjuj| jHij jl jj 9 j.hja.JI j .^9 .ui^lii x^.JX\ 
OjjLi uj^Ijlj 44 JXI jl lu 9 j ^.IJI jbi.jj.hAll cLhpjbi 
bjjhh .49 4 J 9 .UI jUj ^Jl lLlua39 
11111 4jl>9j.^ j 9 . I^jyi 0 j 9 -.ua 
4 .H 1 . 0 . 1 J Oj 9 .JJU.Hj 3 J-hbjLhC ^.Ix j.ix 


IjujlJI 


33. Tiyi depicted as a 
sphinx 


jjuL.SLhLjL^.jLjj^ I 


queen 

in the ruins of the temple. 


4.HUI 
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35. Fragments of a stele figuring 
Amenhotep III and the god Amun 

4.JVI9 cJLlN 


Amenhotep III at Sedeinga 

Though the temple was dedicated 
to Tiyi, Amenhotep III was also pres¬ 
ent. He is shown receiving life from 
Isis in a relief described by Lepsius, 
and offering incense to Amun and to 
his divine image on a stele found in a 
Meroitic grave. A recently discovered 
panel from the temple, reused as a 
Meroitic funerary bed, shows his car¬ 
touche behind a representation of the 
god Amun. Some of these blocks bear 
traces both of hammering dating from 
the reign of Akhenaten and of their 
later restoration. 


jjjg.i.lJlg C»LogjujjJf ^i CxJLlJI 4 -tdL^uL.ol j^Ja 
jju j.S Ajf j.x ^.ix. .LJLjaLua.j 

IjjLj A.SL.U1J 

uLog Ljj-.S' .jjo.jJ.jI A.A^f AlJtgj jiJf CL1II Agi 
^jbJij gj&g can Agi Ljj.jy,ia fy.la.1.4 jjog.bbjuouo.bbJ 


AjyL£jbj Aj>gJ ^.i 4 .jl^.J^I Ajyg.bja.Jg jg.^V 
ly.J>.g..O GbULJujil^fg ,Ajgy..4 Oj.o.bd.^ L^.bbix. yg.latJf 

JyJQ.*. J.JJ.JM.S L^^ljbJ^CjJol f JbO.JLJU j.u5 A->-g.J 
Sjg.oJ3 L^J A->.g,J.Jf ojb^ CjJLSg ,^gy.Jf joJIJlJI ^i 
J-Aig .CLIII jjog.isj.ji. L^.i.ij>. j.^g jg.j>l AJtff 
JXJjLj y^U jiJf CbJ^bbJI ylJf yLjJ^Vf OJbj& jAJLJ 
•JbJLo Lj}.bbi L^.^.bb^j.j ^.jjLjg jg.Jl.ljlf CLUI 


36. Facsimile with the figure of Amun. 
Relief from the Tiyi temple reused in 
a Meroitic grave (image inverted) 

3^JI .^ 4 ] L^j d.Ji.jLb..o .36 

4.^(bXCS.ljUj( JbJLbC^ ^.JLJ C.J.JL.0 ^Li 

( 4 .JUJL^.JLi^ 2 >^nfc>iL >4 
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37. Two blocks from the Tiyi 
temple representing Taharqa 

L-c^j Jh.tJL.4 .37 

“ aui 


Taharqa 

The pharaoh Taharqa, who ruled 
Egypt and Nubia during the Twenty 
fifth Dynasty, probably restored and 
enlarged the New Kingdom temple, as 
he did for many temples in Egypt and 
in Sudan. The reused column drums 
found in the church at Nilwa might 
have come from a colonnade or a cha 
pel he erected. A series of decorated 
blocks in the West Cemetery show 
Taharqa himself wearing a red crown 
and holding a staff. His cartouche 
partly preserved, confirms that the 
blocks were once part of such a build¬ 
ing. This discovery first led to the hy¬ 
pothesis that Taharqa was buried at 
Sedeinga instead of in his pyramid at 
Nuri. However, though no bones were 
found in his grave at Nuri, funerary 
material and particularly a series of 
shawabti discovered there clearly in¬ 
dicate that the funeral took place. 




Ajg.bi.Jfg jbua.,4 (A-SIj* AiyL^Ja Cilll jl£ 

AjI J.,<3.lif j-Og jJy.JUJiJLjfg AJUJ.^LJ.f GyJUjtfl 
j.mz.£. ^Jl j^-jj jjjbJf jb^JLbO jj.^g Jbi jl£ 

OJbJJbA AjLjL. 4 y.g.S'g ^j ClJjbiTg AljUbil AjgJbJf 

bCbi-jjal^Li ClJj ^.J) AiObMug .jbg.juj.Jfg 

Oglj AJUJLbbbb^ OA^.A^f j.,4 Abbjfg.Ia.JUjf J.1.S 

^jbj^ljujf Jbi jL£ Aiyl^Ja jf j-SLoJU j-og AbCJbJiJf 
~-.jLSg jfj^ gf ojb^.x.1 L.AbO ^Ljuj.J( ^i JL1.5LJI ojbA 

i OJg.Jwg.J.1 Aljy.ll JL_»w_»>Vf j.X> 4£g4AJ CJUa 

jjjg.lay.jl J.1.SLJI j4.-j.Jg LaJuL^aj AbbjjjLJf Aifji.Jf 

g LiLj JJ.Jj.Xi g.j£)g AijL^Js Clllf 

ia.i.^.j (^.J jjjbJf jjjg.Jay.if Uf ULig.bud 
^LjVI j.jj ^g.j Cn.jL£ J.1.SLJI ojbjJ> jf Jb^g .j ^Lj 
J ull-Stfl I jbji jbgiil Jbi.Jg . AgbLgJf CIXj 
A ujy.A Alia jjj ^j Li.jaLbiua.j jgijb^ AijL^.Ja jl 
JyJUif CiLu^ff JgJKg jbbJUJLJ j.ik_Jg .Jj^J AljJbbC 
fq.J jf ^?f Alia ^ jf ^.Jf ^.lg_xlgVf j.^ aAAg 

JLa jlatj 
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The archaeological site of 
Sedeinga 

Though the archaeological area 
named Sedeinga is far from being com¬ 
pletely surveyed, the spatial organization 
of the site and its chronological frame 
are well known, thanks to the combined 
work of the French mission supported by 
the National Corporation for Antiqui¬ 
ties and Museums (NCAM), the French 
Foreign Affairs Ministry, the Sorbonne 
University and the villagers of Qubbet 
Selim and Nilwa. 

To the east, closer to the Nile and 
agriculture fields, are the remains of the 
temple of Tiyi. It seems that the temple 
was extended during the Twenty-fifth 
Dynasty by Taharqa, and it is possible 
that what was left of it during the Meroit- 
ic period became a sanctuary dedicated 
to the goddess Isis. To the south, at the 
entrance of Nilwa, medieval buildings 
with stone and mud brick architecture 
are still visible near the remains of a 
church, whose columns were taken from 
the temple at a later date. 

In the middle of the site, dividecLin » 
three sectors by two main wadis, a vast 
burial ground has developed over cen- f* 
turies. While Sectors I and II contain ^. 
the remains of hundreds of pyramidal 
tombs from the Kushite period, Sec¬ 
tor III seems to have been used dqring 
the medieval period. To the west of this 
Sector III, a cemetery dating from the 
Napatan period presents modest graves 
that contrast with the noticeable wealth 
of the population buried in Sector I and 
II. To the west of the site is an Isolated 
group of tombs, contemporaneous with 
Sector I and II, but apparently reserved ^ 
for the burial of the local elite. 

Among the missing pieces of the puz 
zle are the locations of the ant/que town 
and the New kingdom necropolis... 

I J 
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ujiu, gp 

{ U-s; ^LUf j.x ji9.ll joLloJ JlJJlJ>- p 
ji9.ll ^.jjjlx J-x-SLj 4.jl jx bj Llol JlJJlJv 

jL-fN I-ix j^-j.J9 . 4 -j.jL^.j ^.Ij*- Lx.jjLjlx.j 


_.4JI i^jjHJI lix-jJI j*j 

Sjlj9 JH.J9 L-i^-lillfii jLjUJ 4 -xL.s.JI 

f3.JL.xjj lj.i j9.jj9._uj 4 ..J 2 .xL.> 9 4 .jL_xjj.jj.jiJI 

9.1^9 

cr-S A.X- 9 J 9 

SiUi ^ 

V 1 T .JH J~ ? J.J L-4-I^ 


I j.^59 . j.jj._uue.Jl9 l-xjji^Lil £>j._xjj^t j.jxlx. 

—^ I _» c 

jjj.j j.j| L_xjj j..SLx L_o>^“ jlj.jz. 1 I LUj 

j.X OJljlJlLlX ^L-tX X^9-j XjJlj t.09 .0I9J.X l-xX-_>- (j-i 
xlx Ji9.ll ^9.12- (j-i Cxhffl J-M*l 

OJ.j2> J.j>-Ij Jl^-^jq . 1 jjjljl 1 .SLJI jxLx.j| jl9-^-J O9JJ 
cij.ii ^.i j-j.j2.1I j.x L ^ JI CjLlxij aaf® «i_xjjLJLi.sLJi 

. 4 .X.->^ 

j-- 9 j-iA.llj9.l2-j A-i j.jo>Jlj9j.jj J-09 

j.^9 oLx.Hj.il jLjUj ^.Jl j.ijbll f3._xjjLX.ij9 .ji9.ll i_dkli 
^.JirJIq J^tjLoLla.lJI ,59.i^i.J9 .jLjL_)LU.-jLjj jLjj^ <ij 
j-X J-.SLjlXJ.JI 4 .j.Xj.X> j9.j-X.JI oLlx jjaLljl ^Ix. 

jljI ^Ljjjf^Jf j.x.i 0JL1JI jLla.x.JI Lx I jL-SLix 

^ 1 ^ "'9 H j 9 j.UI j.jjJ.X JU-> d.XI a.J >>.1 jjjI f? 

Jl^- 9.a ObJLiJI jLio-jJI IjlX> l_jj.x. ^i Lx I .jUj.1I xjlj 

j.jLx.x jjj-jiX.j ^.Xx.9 .LLij.j ULlx j-jjj-x. j.x jLil^i 
J-ix-ii ( _ 7 .jLiJl9 J9^l jixLJa.x.JI ^.i 0j9.-a-9.il p Ljj. 3^1 
>K ji9.ll jj^-x. ^.i Lxl . U^ljljjjljl Jt j.jLx .11 JLx.lo.ill ojljs> 
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j.jLx .11 j.x iljxxlx 4 .x.^jlj xJLi. 4 * jL^-9-li 
^ iLi.Jl9 j9^rj;LxLla.x.JI j-jj-oi ^i J9.J.X.U 0 j.jxLjl1I 
. 4-j.J.Tl 4.j.j>fciJI L^.j.i Xj.lij jbi xLi I 9 Jlllj 4.1ILJ9 
o.Jlj LX9 ji9-H j-iJ Hj.jlj ^J (09-j.JI I 1 jI> ^1^-9 
11 ja. 1 I jL^Lx L^.x -^1 j.X9 .0J9.X.X.X jlxi 

.Lx.JjLjx.j 11 jxJ.| 4.J9XJI 4 .jLj.j>- jL^Lx9 1 .XXX.JI 


38. Excavations at Sedeinga Sector II 




Kushite necropolis 

In Sector I and II of the necropolis 
at Sedeinga, tombs are marked by pyra¬ 
midal monuments organized in clusters 
probably corresponding to families or 
clans. Around the first edifices, usually 
built at the center of a small hillock, sat¬ 
ellite pyramids have slowly developed 
and occupied all the available space. 
Secondary burials as well as childrens 
graves are also found around the monu¬ 
ments, creating, over the centuries, an 
impressive density of burials on rela¬ 
tively small surfaces. 

Provincial notables had their pyra¬ 
mids built with mud bricks, while royal 
monuments generally used stones. By 
adopting this solar edifice, part of the 
Kushite population was following royal 
funerary customs, traditionally influ¬ 
enced by Egyptian culture. But as al¬ 
ways with Napatan and Meroitic king¬ 
doms, the monuments present a series 
of distinctive features such as an inter¬ 
nal cupola and a variety of supporting 
walls. 


39. Tombs, quarries and funerary 
pyramids in Sector II 
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40. Head of a Ba-statue 
from Sedeinga 

*Lt» JLlJ oJj .40 


Funerary monuments at 
Sedeinga 

On the east side of every funerary 
pyramid, i.e., the face receiving the light 
of the holy rising sun, there was a chapel 
dedicated to the cult of the dead. In the 
case of small provincial monuments, 
however, it was often a symbolic addi¬ 
tion made of mud bricks and too small 
to host any ritual. Possibly, it was there 
that the stele was placed with some oth¬ 
er liturgical material. Sometimes a door 
was added and the passage reinforced 
with a lintel, a threshold and two door¬ 
jambs. The latter could be decorated 
with the representation of deities pour¬ 
ing a libation for the dead, generally Isis 
or Nephtys on the left, facing Anubis on 
the right. 

Near the chapel, or maybe above 
it, was the Ekz-statue, represented by a 
bird with anthropomorphic characters. 
Adapted from the Egyptian symbol of 
the winged soul leaving the dead body, 
it is a typical example of religious syn¬ 
cretism in a society constantly rein¬ 
venting its traditions. 
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41. Doorjamb of a chapel at Sedeinga 
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42. Stele of the prince Natamakhora 
LL 1 £ 1 j .42 
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Cult of the dead 

Funerary inscriptions play a key role 
in the decipherment of the Meroitic 
language as they represent an impor¬ 
tant part of the corpus at our disposal 
that increases every year. Sedeinga has 
provided us with a lot of these inscrip¬ 
tions so far, written not only on steles 
and offering tables, but also on lintels 
and even on one threshold. Though we 
cannot always translate the entire text 
as some vocabulary remains uncertain, 
most of the time it is possible to learn 
about the names of the deceased, their 
relatives, as well as their careers in the 
Meroitic administration. Usually start¬ 
ing with an invocation to Isis and Osiris, 
a set of classical benedictions such as 
“May he/she drink plentiful water, May 
he/she eat plentiful bread, May he/she 
be served a good mea 1” ends the text. 

In front of the chapel, located on a 
small platform, the offering table was 
another important tool supposed to re¬ 
generate the deceased by receiving the 
liquid of the ritual libation. 
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43. Napatan offering table 
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Inside a Meroitic grave at 
Sedeinga 

Graves were generally reused sev¬ 
eral times, if not originally planned to 
host more than one individual. Kush- 
ite people were often buried in a pro¬ 
tective envelope such as a shroud or a 
wooden coffin. An extended position 
with the head placed to the West was 
common at Sedeinga, following a tradi¬ 
tion of Egyptian origin. The dead were 
dressed, wearing necklaces, bracelets, 
rings and all kinds of ornaments cor¬ 
responding to their wealth. 

The funerary deposit accompany¬ 
ing the deceased in the grave was di¬ 
vided between objects used during 
the ceremony such as libation vases or 
food containers, and personal belong¬ 
ings that could not be used any longer 
in the living world. 

At Sedeinga, as in most Kushite 
cemeteries of Nubia, graves were heav¬ 
ily plundered during Antiquity, leaving 


only two percent of the tombs intact 
when uncovered in modern times. 
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45. Meroitic ceramics from Sedeinga 
ULjjL^j J9j.il j.u^.jlJ( .45 


Journey to the afterlife 

When the funerary deposit is re¬ 
duced to its minimum, it is often com¬ 
posed only of a ceramic water bottle 
and its cup. More than a simple reserve 
placed into the grave to nourish the 
dead, it should be seen as the deposit 
helping the regeneration and the trans¬ 
formation of the deceased, water being 
symbolically associated with the flood 
and the Osirian resurrection. Long¬ 
necked globular bottles, often found in 
the graves at Sedeinga, correspond to a 
regional Meroitic production that be¬ 
gan around the beginning of our mod¬ 
ern era. 

During the Napatan period, chil¬ 
dren were often buried wearing neck¬ 
laces and amulets, among which the 
most common were the figure of Isis 
lactans (Isis giving milk to the Horus 
child) and the representation of Bes, the 
protective god. 
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46. Bes amulet 
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Blue glass from Sedeinga 
^Lijj jj^L£ .47 


Funerary deposits 

At Sedeinga, in the West Cemetery, 
an important series of glass objects 
associated with Late Meroitic burials 
from the mid-third century AD was 
found in ancient Napatan vaults 
reused during Late Antiquity. 

Among them was a splen¬ 
did pair of footed blue glasses 
with the Greek inscription: 

“Drink and you shall live”, 
accompanied by painted 
scenes of offerings to the god 
Osiris. 

Metallic vessels (copper 
alloy, lead, silver and gold) 
were usually associated with 
ceremonies such as the liba¬ 
tion for the dead. They were 
placed into the grave as con¬ 
secrated and magically charged 
items, often wrapped in fabric. Other 
religious objects were represented by 
bronze figurines of Osiris, as well as in¬ 
cense burners used during the funeral 
and smashed at the entrance of the 
grave. 
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48. Bronze figurine of Osiris 
aJUJ 3.J9J.4.JI ^1*0 JLldC .48 


51 










49. Excavation in the 
descendary of grave 
IV T1 


jii .49 
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Rescue archaeology at Sedeinga 

In 2012, during the construction of 
an asphalt road located 1.5 km west of 
the necropolis, an unusual isolated tomb 
was discovered. Dug on the east slope of 
a sandstone outcrop, the grave has no su¬ 
perstructure but presents a colossal de¬ 
scendary of seven meters deep with finely 
cut steps (most of them buried under the 
modern road). 

The tomb consists of two chambers 
supported by square pillars, and a niche 
corresponding to the entrance of a third 
unfinished room. With royal architec¬ 
tural standards resembling some graves at 
Meroe and elements of dating pointing to 
the second century BC, the tomb was pre¬ 
pared for a high-ranking deceased whose 
relation with the central power remains 
unclear. 

The discovery illustrates well the excep¬ 
tional potential of the Soleb and Sedeinga 
region for future archaeological investiga¬ 
tions, and points at the particular story of 
its people, torn between a powerful Egyp¬ 
tian neighbour and a remote royal power. 
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36. Facsimile with the figure of Amun. Relief from the Tiyi temple reused in a Meroitic grave 
(© Francigny, Sedeinga Mission 2012) 

37. Two blocks from the Tiyi temple representing Taharqa (Sedeinga Mission 1963-1964) 

38. Excavations at Sedeinga Sector II (© B.N. Chagny, Sedeinga Mission 2012) 

39. Tombs, quarries and funerary pyramids in Sector II (© Francigny, Sedeinga Mission 2013) 

40. Head of a Ba-statue from Sedeinga (© Francigny 2001) 

41. Doorjamb of a chapel at Sedeinga (Sudan National Museum, 23060,1997) 

42. Stele of the prince Natamakhora (Sedeinga Mission) 

43. Napatan offering table (Sedeinga Mission 2013) 

44. Intact Meroitic grave at Sedeinga (© Francigny, Sedeinga Mission 2001) 

45. Meroitic ceramics from Sedeinga (© Cartier, Sedeinga Mission 1996) 

46. Bes amulet (© Francigny, Sedeinga Mission 2012) 

47. Blue glass from Sedeinga (© Francigny, Sudan National Museum, 24406, 2013) 

48. Bronze figurine of Osiris (Sedeinga Mission, Pisa University Archives, undated) 

49. Excavation in the descendary of grave IV T 1 (© Francigny, Sedeinga Mission 2012) 

50. Antechamber of grave IV T 1 (© Francigny, Sedeinga Mission 2012) 

51. Back Cover: Column of the Tiyi temple at Sedeinga 2005 (© Claude Iverne / Elnour) 
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11 

(2005 ©) L-j.J 9 .dd 3 x j.jlj 9 0 X. 4 .XI .1 

(XI 0j9_d3 . 1826 o-c) Aj Jdj-JLX j_4 jhio .2 

(XIV.C.4 ^^iiLj / 148 .2002 j.x) ^j la jjj)$ j l-jJ^jx j-4 j.Ia.dL .4 .3 

(114 Jd3 .1 £ . 1849 (JM^jlXJJlxjlJ) Li.jjL.uXJ X.dJL.4 j.Jxj.39 .4 

(35 .1862 j.x) dL-j^i S^jx J$f .5 

(4 . 2013 $.j j-c.) ^ddddJd-J^Jd- LXddixjJ SLddidd-4 .6 

(1961 Ij-dJ JLjLxLj*) djLjLddjjjjf .L_dJ 9 . 3*3 JLxJLj) £LXUlddJ j.JUdkJLj .7 

(1961 l^dLJ ujLjj.j.jJdjf JLxJLj) XxJLj? j 9 .i-- 4 L-X.JI .8 

(1963 Ij-Ji-J JLjl.4Lj> kliL.£.dL_>Jjjl .LJi.JjL.id3 JLIjlj) L JLJ jLjx xxJLjC j 9 .- 4 .-C. .9 

(1963 fy^j JLjl^Lj* LjLjidLjuJ^I .LJi.JjL.u3 JLIjlj) Li.JjL.uxj JLj.jj.jlJ I JLil^JLJLj j^-i^LjLJf .10 

(jLg^* JLIxjuj^j) jUijJ jLj>. .11 

(2009 ^ : * >jjl i ©) d_4.J9.du3 .12 

(oj.xLi.JI di -x . Ix) ^ddJ^ did J LI JI Udkl^udL^f .13 
(^dkj^ ^dLdkjJJ dlLJj.iJf JljLjl .4 JLxmIjxJ ^xulJ^xJI ^.uxJU ©^j^itff ^.jk-I-o) dLJLlJI d-d.I^.J.^1 JLl-c .14 
(22 ud3 2003 j^^l^ j>- j.x jddL.il j jL^ 9 j) d_ 4 .J 9 .-u 3 jdj.jL.4 JLJxj^j* .15 

(1 fc.ij .^.JLIj-j^JI l a >.111 JLh n 1(9.4 .2010 U99 ^j) 939^.3 Jdjujf .16 
Agyptisches Museum & Papyrussammlung, Berlin) d^j^ xxJL.4>jdJ.x.j j_4 jLi-c .17 

(7262,1997 

(83 jj3 .3 g .1849 L >jJ9-jd_idijL3.jdj) d_4.J9.-uxj jdjjj d_d^> jdddX, .18 
(2008 ^.dLddJuuiJ^i ©) _3.J9.-u3 jdj.jLjj .19 

(2008 ^dLjdJuuiJf^i ©) d-di^-dij jdj.jLdC j 9 . 39 .x. .20 

(2012 ^.dLjdJuuiJ^i ©) dldJLlJI d_dJ.^«.j.39^ djLjL39 d_dJ ox-qxVI JsLjj .21 

(2008 ^dLjdJuuiJ^i ©) jjjijjdi JLdLjjd3» j.39 j.ddjdu) .22 

(1961—1957 dddJju^ XxJLj) . . < <ldLJJdJ>f 4 .J 9 XJI ft^ddXA |*!T * 4 *4~ .23 

(1961-1957 d_ 4 .J 9 .j 43 JlIjlj) j. 3 » 4.1JLJ fe 4 -ijJdi-l JLJgxJf lI^jLJ cLlxx, .24 
(2007 ^..4 9 - 4 . JI jlj 9 .juj.JI l j >.1.4 .^.iddJUjLJIj-i ©) LjdU-JLjv fj^-i j- 4 -b.j JLj.jxi -1 JLJ 9 JdJI tij.j>. .25 
(1959-1957 d_ 4 .J 9 .du 3 aIjlj) d_dJ9.3dj.j a ^3xix j.3.i .26 
(1966-1965 d_dJ9-3d3 aIjlj) i_ddJ 9 .dua.j ^ 9 ^.^ j.3.i jj9 jdi^- aIj) .27 
(2009 LJLJjLdU? JLIjlj) Lx.JjLdu3 ^ 9 .^ hhij .28 
(2012 LJi.JjL.u3 aIjlj .^.ddJLjuj ©) Lx.JjLuj3.j ^.ddJ ^ 9 .jd- .29 

(2007 .25493 .^iJi ^j JLiilf .30 
(Agyptisches Museum & Papyrussammlung, Berlin 21834, 2011) ^J JLiUf jJj .31 

(2003 ^dddLJUUlJ^.i ©) Lx.JjLjj 3 .J ^Jdj AjlJLA 39 . 39 .x .32 
(LxJjLdUS AiJLj) jJJL^-dLddXJUjX* y* 4 ^J 4 .I 3 .- 4 .-U ^.JdJ JLii.II .33 
(1961-1957 LxJjLuX) JLIjlj) LJLJjLdua.j xj-jlII jbLxJf j 39 . 3 b JLi-c .34 
(.Lii.j .LxJjLdix JLIjlj) j9-4l 4.^(9 i 3 .JLj.JI d_*I^i^V JLjj L^xUI JL^>9.iJf jJxi . 35 
.^dLddJuuiJf^i ©) JLj 9 j.x xxfxilxuf Jdddxf 9 ^-jl-J xj.jlx j-x ^jLi 39 ^-dJf 09 - 4 ] L^.j J. 3 XMJ JLxjLJxx <^ 9 . 3*3 .36 

(2012 LxJjLdus JLIjlj 

(1964-1963 LdiJjLjx JLIjlj) xijL^b __LU! L^j ^J j--4 .37 

(2012 LdiJjLdus JLIjlj .^.ddJLji ©) LxJjLduXj ^.JLiJf ^LIxxJLj d_dddi.J.lJf .38 
(2013 LxJjLdUd JLIjlj .^.dL^juuiJfj.i ©) ^.JLiJI ^LIxxJLj ^fj-xVlg j.J».L^f9 j 9 .-d.iJI .39 
(2001 ^dddd-uA «fj & ©) LxJjLdus j.3j “Lj^ JLldf jjjIj .40 
(1997 .23060 jij9.jjj.Ji dix-ij) Lx.JjL3x.j ^lyx ijjLjb.x .41 

(LxJjL^ JLIjlj) l^jdj LjLJ >jlx^LJ JLj^ L^xj JLx>^J .42 
(2013 LxJjL.u3 JLIjlj) JLlj.j JLii^ ,3x4 j.X j4j(>i 4 XjLj9 .43 
(2001 LJi.ijL.u3 JLIjlj .^dLddJuuiJf^i ©) Li.JjL.uxj JL^ddixw JL 99 J.X .44 
(1996 Lx.JjL.u3 JLIjlj .^.jlJjL^ ©) Li.ijL.uxj ^9^.11 ^-uxjlJI j.x uiyi- .45 
(2012 LxJjLdix JLIjlj .^iddxxjyi ©) jjj.3.j xJMJ JL-xjljc .46 
(2013 .24406 jb^xjjiJf di-xl.4 .^JLddJujiJI^i ©) LxJjLjx jjx «Lijj jjjL^ .47 

( dlj.j .fjddj JLjljjLj*. ujLxddjJj^f .LxJjLdus JLIjlj) ^^julj^j^I xJMJyJ 9 ^xJI ^x^jlJLjx JLli .48 
(2012 Li.JjL.u 3 JLIjlj .^IddjxiJIj.i ©) IV T 1 ^*xiJ ^x^udLil jj.jj.IxJI d_dJdi.dd 3 .Jf .49 
(2012 LxJjLjx JLIjlj .^xjuudJIj-i ©) IV T 1 ^ j.-.i.JLj JLxiilxJf JL^jLJf .50 
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